
what is hermes the god of
what is hermes the god of is a question that often arises when exploring
Greek mythology and its pantheon of deities. Hermes is a multifaceted god
known for his numerous roles and attributes, making him one of the most
intriguing figures in ancient Greek religion. He serves as the messenger of
the gods, a guide for souls to the underworld, and a protector of travelers,
merchants, and thieves. This article delves into the various domains Hermes
governs, his symbolic representations, and his mythological significance.
Understanding what Hermes the god of encompasses allows for a deeper
appreciation of his influence in both ancient mythology and modern cultural
references. The following sections will explore Hermes’ roles, attributes,
and mythological stories in detail.
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Hermes as the Messenger of the Gods
One of the primary roles defining what is Hermes the god of is his function
as the divine messenger. Hermes serves as the swift and eloquent communicator
between the gods and mortals, delivering messages and carrying out the will
of Zeus and other Olympian deities. His speed and agility are legendary,
often depicted with winged sandals that enable him to travel rapidly across
realms. This role emphasizes Hermes' importance in maintaining communication
within the divine hierarchy and facilitating interactions between the mortal
world and the gods.

Messenger Duties and Responsibilities
As the messenger, Hermes is responsible for conveying divine commands,
announcements, and information. He frequently appears in myths to guide
heroes or deliver crucial messages that influence the course of events.



Hermes’ eloquence and discretion make him uniquely suited for this task, and
his ability to move freely between worlds highlights his intermediary status.

Hermes’ Role as the God of Commerce and Trade
Hermes is also revered as the god of commerce, trade, and economic exchange.
In ancient Greek society, commerce was vital for prosperity, and Hermes’
patronage over merchants and traders reflects his association with wealth and
business. He was believed to bring success to commercial ventures and ensure
fair dealings among buyers and sellers.

Protector of Merchants and Business
Hermes was honored by merchants who sought his favor for profitable trade and
protection against fraud or theft. His connection to commerce underscores his
role as a facilitator of economic activity, promoting growth and exchange in
society. This aspect of Hermes also links him to the concept of negotiation,
contracts, and the movement of goods across regions.

Hermes and Travel: Protector of Travelers
In addition to commerce, Hermes is known as the protector of travelers and
wayfarers. The ancient world was fraught with dangers for those journeying
across unknown lands, and Hermes’ guardianship provided safety and guidance.
Travelers invoked Hermes to ensure a safe passage and to avoid misfortune on
their journeys.

Guardian of Roads and Boundaries
Hermes is associated with roads, crossroads, and boundaries, symbolizing his
role in facilitating movement and transition. Statues and monuments called
herms, often featuring his head and an erect phallus, were placed at
crossroads to mark territory and provide protection. This function also ties
Hermes to the idea of change and transformation inherent in travel.

Hermes as the Guide of Souls
Another significant domain of Hermes is his role as psychopomp, the guide of
souls to the underworld. When mortals die, Hermes escorts their spirits to
the realm of Hades, ensuring a safe passage from the world of the living to
the afterlife. This duty highlights his connection to both life and death,
bridging two contrasting realms.



Role in the Afterlife Journey
Hermes’ guidance of souls is a vital component of Greek eschatology. Unlike
other gods who govern death itself, Hermes facilitates the transition by
leading souls to their final destination. This role portrays Hermes as a
compassionate and essential figure in the cosmic order, maintaining balance
between worlds.

Hermes’ Association with Thieves and Cunning
Hermes is famously linked to cunning, trickery, and theft. From his infancy,
Hermes demonstrated cleverness, notably by stealing Apollo’s cattle shortly
after his birth. His cleverness and resourcefulness made him the patron of
thieves and those who rely on wit to achieve their goals. This duality
reflects the complexity of Hermes’ character as both a divine enforcer and a
mischievous figure.

Patron of Cleverness and Deception
Hermes embodies the concept of cleverness used for survival and advantage.
Thieves and tricksters prayed to him for success in their endeavors. His
ability to deceive and manipulate situations emphasizes his role in the realm
of intelligence and strategy, balancing morality with pragmatism.

Symbols and Iconography of Hermes
Understanding what is Hermes the god of also involves recognizing his symbols
and artistic representations. Hermes is often depicted with specific
attributes that highlight his varied roles and powers.

Common Symbols Associated with Hermes

Caduceus: A staff entwined with two snakes, symbolizing negotiation,
commerce, and peace.

Winged Sandals (Talaria): Representing his swiftness and ability to move
freely between realms.

Winged Helmet: Signifying speed and divine authority.

Herms: Stone pillars featuring Hermes’ head, placed at crossroads and
boundaries.

Tortoise and Lyre: The lyre was invented by Hermes from a tortoise



shell, symbolizing creativity and music.

Mythological Stories Involving Hermes
Numerous myths illustrate what is Hermes the god of through his actions and
interactions with other gods and mortals. These stories reveal his character
traits and divine functions.

Birth and Early Exploits
Hermes was born to Zeus and the nymph Maia. Even as an infant, he displayed
cunning by stealing Apollo’s cattle. To compensate, Hermes invented the lyre
and gifted it to Apollo, establishing a bond between them. This myth
highlights Hermes’ intelligence, creativity, and complex personality.

Role in the Odyssey and Other Epics
Hermes appears in Homeric epics as a helper and guide. In the Odyssey, he
aids Odysseus by providing the magical herb moly to protect him from Circe’s
spells. These interventions emphasize Hermes’ role as a protector and
facilitator of heroism.

Hermes and the Underworld
In various myths, Hermes guides souls to the underworld, ensuring the proper
order of life and death. His psychopomp role is integral to the Greek
understanding of mortality and the afterlife.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Hermes the god of in Greek mythology?
Hermes is the Greek god of trade, thieves, travelers, sports, athletes, and
border crossings. He is also known as the messenger of the gods.

Why is Hermes considered the god of travelers?
Hermes is considered the god of travelers because he is believed to protect
those who journey, guiding them safely and helping them cross boundaries and
borders.



What role does Hermes play as a messenger god?
As the messenger god, Hermes conveys messages between the gods and humans,
acting as a divine herald and facilitating communication in Greek mythology.

Is Hermes associated with commerce and trade?
Yes, Hermes is associated with commerce and trade. He is regarded as the
protector of merchants and commerce, symbolizing negotiation and exchange.

How is Hermes connected to thieves?
Hermes is connected to thieves because he is known for his cunning and
trickery. In mythology, he is often depicted as a clever god who could
outsmart others, making him the patron of thieves and deception.

Additional Resources
1. Hermes: Messenger of the Gods and Guide to the Underworld
This book explores Hermes' multifaceted role in Greek mythology as the swift
messenger between gods and mortals. It delves into his duties overseeing
communication, travel, and transitions between life and death. The text also
examines his significance in guiding souls to the afterlife, highlighting his
importance in ancient religious beliefs.

2. The Trickster Hermes: God of Commerce, Thieves, and Cunning
Focusing on Hermes' cunning and playful nature, this book investigates his
association with trickery, commerce, and thievery. It presents stories that
showcase his intelligence and wit, illustrating how he balanced mischief with
benevolence. Readers gain insight into how Hermes influenced trade and
negotiation in ancient Greek culture.

3. Wings on Sandals: Hermes and the Art of Travel
This volume centers on Hermes as the divine protector of travelers and roads.
It traces his symbolic winged sandals and their representation of speed and
safe passage. The book also highlights ancient rituals and customs invoking
Hermes for protection during journeys.

4. Hermes and Language: The God Who Speaks
Exploring Hermes' connection to language, writing, and rhetoric, this book
portrays him as a patron of communication and eloquence. It discusses his
invention of the alphabet and influence on persuasive speech in mythology.
The narrative underscores Hermes' enduring impact on human expression.

5. Hermes in Ancient Magic and Ritual
This book investigates Hermes' role in ancient magical practices and
religious rituals. It covers his invocation in spells, charms, and ceremonies
aimed at protection, fertility, and guidance. The text reveals how Hermes was
perceived as a mediator between the divine and mortal realms.



6. The Caduceus and Its Symbolism: Hermes’ Staff Through the Ages
Focusing on the caduceus, Hermes' iconic staff, this book explores its
symbolism in medicine, commerce, and diplomacy. It traces the staff’s
evolution from ancient mythology to modern interpretations. The book also
discusses how the caduceus became a universal emblem of negotiation and
balance.

7. Hermes and the Boundaries Between Worlds
This work examines Hermes’ unique function as a liminal deity who traverses
boundaries—between gods and humans, life and death, and the known and
unknown. It highlights myths that portray him as a guide and protector in
moments of transition. The analysis emphasizes his role in maintaining cosmic
order.

8. Hermes, Inventor and Innovator: The God of Ingenuity
This book celebrates Hermes' inventive spirit, exploring myths where he
creates musical instruments, fire, and other innovations. It discusses how
Hermes embodies creativity and intelligence in mythology. The book connects
these attributes to his wider role as a facilitator of civilization.

9. Hermes in Literature and Art: From Antiquity to Modernity
Tracing Hermes' depiction across time, this book surveys his appearances in
classical literature, Renaissance art, and contemporary culture. It analyzes
how artists and writers have interpreted his symbols and characteristics. The
book offers a comprehensive overview of Hermes’ enduring legacy.
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