
washington redskins uniform history

washington redskins uniform history traces the evolution of one of the NFL's most iconic and

controversial team identities. Since their inception in 1932, the team now known as the Washington

Commanders underwent multiple uniform changes that reflected shifting design trends, branding

strategies, and cultural considerations. The uniform history encapsulates various logo updates, color

scheme adaptations, and style modifications, illustrating how the franchise visually represented itself

on the field. This article explores the key phases of the Washington Redskins' uniform history, from the

early burgundy and gold combinations to the modern redesigns. It also examines the significance of

each uniform era and the factors influencing these changes, including fan reception and league-wide

trends. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how the team's attire mirrored its identity

and legacy throughout the decades. The following sections provide a detailed look at the uniform

developments, key design elements, and pivotal moments in the franchise’s visual evolution.

Early Uniform Designs (1932–1950s)

Classic Burgundy and Gold Era (1960s–1980s)

Introduction of the Native American Logo (1972)

Modernization and Alternate Uniforms (1990s–2000s)

Controversy and Rebranding (2010s–2020s)

Legacy and Impact on NFL Uniform Trends



Early Uniform Designs (1932–1950s)

The washington redskins uniform history begins with the franchise’s earliest days, initially founded as

the Boston Braves in 1932. The team’s original uniforms reflected the aesthetics of the time, featuring

simple designs with basic color schemes. The early uniforms were predominantly burgundy with gold

accents, but lacked any distinct logo or elaborate patterning. During this period, the team underwent

several name and location changes, which also influenced uniform adjustments.

Boston Braves Era Uniforms

In their inaugural season, the team wore burgundy jerseys paired with gold pants. The helmets were

leather and plain, consistent with the equipment standards of the 1930s. There were no official logos,

and numbers were often sewn directly onto the fabric. This minimalist approach was typical for NFL

teams of the era, focusing primarily on function over branding.

Transition to Boston Redskins and Move to Washington

In 1933, the franchise changed its name to the Boston Redskins, but the uniform colors remained

largely consistent. The move to Washington, D.C., in 1937 marked a significant shift, as the team

adopted the burgundy and gold color scheme that would become their hallmark. However, uniform

designs remained relatively understated through the late 1940s and 1950s, emphasizing solid color

blocks and simple striping.

Classic Burgundy and Gold Era (1960s–1980s)

The 1960s through the 1980s represent the classic period in the washington redskins uniform history,

where the team’s signature burgundy and gold colors were firmly established. This era is often

regarded as the most iconic in terms of visual identity, coinciding with some of the franchise’s most

successful seasons. The uniform designs during this period balanced tradition and modernity, featuring



bold striping and standardized helmet logos.

Jersey and Pants Design

The jerseys predominantly featured a deep burgundy base with gold and white striping on the sleeves.

The numbers were large and block-style, typically gold with white outlines to enhance visibility. Pants

were usually gold or white with burgundy and gold striping down the sides, creating a cohesive look

that emphasized the team’s colors.

Helmet and Logo Introduction

The helmet was gold with a simple stripe running from front to back. The absence of a helmet logo

during the early part of this era was notable, as many NFL teams had begun incorporating branding

marks on their helmets. This would change in subsequent years with the introduction of the Native

American profile logo.

Deep burgundy jerseys with gold/white sleeve stripes

Gold or white pants with matching side stripes

Gold helmets initially plain, later featuring logos

Block-style numbers in gold with white outlines

Introduction of the Native American Logo (1972)

A defining moment in the washington redskins uniform history was the introduction of the Native



American profile logo on the helmet in 1972. This emblem became synonymous with the team’s

identity for decades, sparking both pride among fans and controversy in later years. The logo featured

a detailed depiction of a Native American warrior in profile, encircled by feathers, and was set against

the team’s traditional gold helmet background.

Design Elements and Symbolism

The logo was designed to honor Native American heritage, incorporating culturally significant elements

such as feathers and war paint. The burgundy and gold color scheme extended into the logo’s

detailing, ensuring visual consistency with the rest of the uniform. This design became one of the most

recognizable in the NFL and was used extensively on merchandise and promotional materials.

Uniform Consistency Post-Logo Introduction

Following the logo’s debut, the team maintained the classic jersey and pants design, but the helmet

became a key focal point. The presence of the logo elevated the uniform’s status, turning it into a

distinctive symbol of the franchise. This period solidified the redskins’ visual identity, linking it to both

the team’s heritage and its fanbase’s loyalty.

Modernization and Alternate Uniforms (1990s–2000s)

During the 1990s and 2000s, the washington redskins uniform history saw attempts to modernize and

diversify the team’s look. While the core burgundy and gold palette remained, the franchise introduced

alternate uniforms and subtle design tweaks to keep pace with evolving NFL trends and marketing

opportunities.

Alternate Jerseys and Color Variations

The team experimented with different jersey colors, including white as the primary away uniform and



occasionally burgundy alternates with varying striping patterns. In some seasons, alternate helmets

and pants were introduced to complement these jerseys. These changes aimed to refresh the team’s

image and appeal to a broader audience, while respecting the traditional color scheme.

Material and Cut Updates

Advancements in fabric technology and uniform tailoring led to more form-fitting jerseys and lighter

materials. The redskins adopted these innovations to improve player comfort and performance. The

uniform cuts became sleeker, and numbers were often outlined with more contrasting borders to

improve visibility on television broadcasts.

Introduction of white away jerseys with burgundy and gold accents

Alternate burgundy jerseys with new striping details

Use of modern materials for improved fit and durability

Occasional alternate helmets and pants for special games

Controversy and Rebranding (2010s–2020s)

The washington redskins uniform history took a significant turn in the 2010s and 2020s due to growing

controversy surrounding the team’s name and logo. Increased scrutiny from social and political groups

led to a reevaluation of the franchise’s branding, culminating in the retirement of the Native American

logo and the eventual name change in 2020. This period marked one of the most profound

transformations in the team’s visual identity.



Retirement of the Native American Logo

In 2020, amid widespread calls for change, the team officially retired the Native American profile logo

after nearly five decades of use. The decision was part of a broader movement addressing the use of

Native American imagery in sports. For the first time, the helmets and uniforms were stripped of the

traditional logo, featuring only the burgundy and gold colors and the team name in a stylized font.

Temporary Identity and Transition

During the 2020 and 2021 seasons, the franchise competed under the temporary name "Washington

Football Team," utilizing simplified uniforms that emphasized block lettering and a clean look. This

interim branding was a placeholder while the organization developed a new permanent identity. The

uniforms featured burgundy, gold, and white, but lacked distinctive logos or mascots.

Impact on Uniform Design and Fan Reaction

The rebranding period was met with mixed reactions from fans and analysts. While some appreciated

the move toward cultural sensitivity, others mourned the loss of the iconic logo and traditional

aesthetics. The franchise used this time to explore new design directions that could honor its history

while embracing inclusivity and modernization.

Legacy and Impact on NFL Uniform Trends

The washington redskins uniform history reflects broader trends within the NFL regarding team

branding, cultural representation, and design innovation. The franchise’s evolution from simple

burgundy and gold kits to complex logo-centric uniforms illustrates the changing priorities in sports

marketing and fan engagement. Moreover, the controversy and subsequent rebranding highlight the

increasing importance of cultural awareness in professional sports.



Influence on Team Branding Strategies

The redskins’ uniform changes influenced other NFL teams to reconsider their own branding elements,

particularly regarding cultural sensitivity. The franchise became a case study in balancing tradition with

modern values, influencing how teams approach logos, mascots, and uniform designs in the 21st

century.

Contribution to Uniform Design Evolution

Throughout their history, the redskins contributed to the NFL’s uniform design evolution by popularizing

the burgundy and gold color scheme and introducing one of the league’s most detailed and

recognizable helmet logos. The shifts in materials, fit, and alternate jersey options also reflect broader

industry trends that prioritize performance and marketability.

Set precedent for cultural sensitivity in sports branding

Popularized a distinctive color palette within the NFL

Adapted to material and design innovations over decades

Influenced alternate uniform and logo redesign strategies

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the original colors of the Washington Redskins' uniform?

The original Washington Redskins uniforms featured burgundy and gold colors, which have been the

team's primary colors throughout its history.



When did the Washington Redskins first introduce their iconic feather

logo on the uniform?

The feather logo was first introduced on the Washington Redskins' helmets in 1972, becoming a

central part of the team's identity.

How did the Washington Redskins' uniform design change in the

1970s?

In the 1970s, the Redskins' uniforms featured a simpler design with solid burgundy jerseys and gold

pants, and the feather logo was added to the helmets, enhancing the team's visual identity.

Did the Washington Redskins ever wear throwback uniforms?

Yes, the Washington Redskins have worn throwback uniforms on several occasions, notably

replicating their 1930s and 1940s designs featuring leather helmets and simpler striping patterns.

What was notable about the Washington Redskins' uniform update in

2010?

In 2010, the Redskins made subtle updates to their uniforms, including slightly redesigning the feather

logo and modernizing the font on the jerseys while maintaining the traditional burgundy and gold

colors.

Why did the Washington Redskins change their team name and

uniform in recent years?

Due to growing criticism over the 'Redskins' name being offensive to Native Americans, the team

retired the name and logo in 2020 and temporarily played as the Washington Football Team with new

uniforms before adopting the Washington Commanders name in 2022.



How did the Washington Football Team's uniforms differ from the

Redskins' uniforms?

The Washington Football Team's uniforms were simpler and more neutral, featuring burgundy, gold,

and white colors without Native American imagery or the feather logo, reflecting a fresh start while

respecting the team's heritage.

What are the key elements of the Washington Commanders' current

uniform design?

The Washington Commanders' current uniforms incorporate a modern take on the traditional burgundy

and gold colors, featuring a sleek helmet design without Native American imagery, updated fonts, and

a contemporary aesthetic that honors the team's history while moving forward.

Additional Resources

1. The Evolution of the Washington Redskins Uniform: A Visual History

This book offers a comprehensive look at the changes in the Washington Redskins' uniforms from the

team's inception to the present day. It includes detailed photographs, design sketches, and

commentary from uniform designers. Readers will gain insight into how the team's aesthetic evolved

alongside cultural and organizational shifts.

2. Iconic Gridiron Style: Washington Redskins Jerseys Through the Decades

Focusing specifically on the jerseys worn by the Washington Redskins, this book explores the

materials, colors, and design choices that defined different eras. It highlights the significance of each

uniform change and how it reflected broader NFL trends. The book also features interviews with

players who wore these iconic jerseys.

3. Scarlet and Gold: The Story Behind the Washington Redskins Uniform Colors

Delving into the symbolism of the team’s colors, this book traces the origins and meanings behind the



scarlet and gold palette. It examines how these colors became synonymous with the team’s identity

and fan culture. The narrative also touches on the impact of uniform colors on team branding and

merchandise.

4. From Leather Helmets to Modern Gear: The Washington Redskins' Protective Wear History

This title chronicles the technological advancements in the helmets and protective gear worn by

Washington Redskins players. It details the transition from early leather helmets to today's high-tech

designs, emphasizing safety and performance. The book includes rare photographs and expert

commentary on gear innovations.

5. Redskins Uniforms and Controversies: A Historical Perspective

This book explores the intersections between the Washington Redskins' uniform designs and the social

and political controversies surrounding the team’s name and imagery. It provides a balanced historical

overview of how uniform elements have been perceived and challenged over time. The book also

discusses recent changes and their implications.

6. Game Day Attire: The Washington Redskins Uniforms in Championship Seasons

Highlighting the uniforms worn during the team’s most successful championship runs, this book

provides a detailed look at the styles that accompanied historic victories. It includes game-day photos,

player anecdotes, and analysis of how uniform aesthetics boosted team morale and fan enthusiasm.

7. The Designers Behind the Washington Redskins Uniforms

This book profiles the creative minds responsible for designing the Redskins’ uniforms through the

years. It features interviews with graphic designers, tailors, and equipment managers who contributed

to the team's look. Readers will discover the artistic and practical challenges involved in creating

enduring sports uniforms.

8. Washington Redskins Uniform Memorabilia: Collecting and Preserving History

A guide for collectors and fans, this book focuses on the various pieces of Redskins uniform

memorabilia, including jerseys, helmets, and patches. It provides tips on authentication, preservation,

and valuation of these items. The book also shares stories behind some of the most treasured



collectibles.

9. The Cultural Impact of the Washington Redskins Uniform

Examining the broader cultural significance of the Redskins’ uniform, this book discusses how the

team's attire has influenced fashion, fan identity, and regional pride. It looks at the uniform’s presence

in media, advertising, and popular culture. The narrative underscores the role of sports uniforms in

shaping community and tradition.
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