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Introduction to the Westminster Handbook to
Evangelical Theology

The Westminster Handbook to Evangelical Theology is a comprehensive resource that
encapsulates the essential doctrines, themes, and historical developments within evangelical
theology. This handbook serves as an essential guide for students, educators, and scholars who are
navigating the intricate landscape of evangelical thought, offering clarity and insight into its
fundamental beliefs and practices. It is not merely a textbook; rather, it is a vital reference that
reflects the richness and diversity of evangelicalism as it has evolved over the centuries.

The Purpose of the Handbook

The Westminster Handbook to Evangelical Theology aims to achieve several key objectives:

Clarification of Core Doctrines: The handbook provides clear explanations of foundational1.
evangelical beliefs such as salvation, the authority of Scripture, and the nature of God.

Historical Context: It places contemporary evangelical thought within the broader historical2.
narrative of Christian theology, tracing its development through various movements and key
figures.

Resources for Further Study: The handbook includes bibliographies and references that3.
guide readers to additional literature and resources for deeper exploration.

Engagement with Contemporary Issues: The volume addresses current theological debates4.
and challenges, equipping readers to engage thoughtfully with modern contexts.

Structure of the Handbook

The Westminster Handbook to Evangelical Theology is organized in a straightforward manner, making
it user-friendly for both novices and seasoned theologians. The structure typically includes:



1. Section-Based Approach

The handbook is divided into various sections, each dedicated to specific themes or doctrines. These
may include:

God and the Trinity: Explores the nature of God, the doctrine of the Trinity, and implications
for Christian life.

Christology: Examines the person and work of Christ, including His divinity and humanity.

Soteriology: Discusses the doctrine of salvation, including faith, grace, and repentance.

Ecclesiology: Looks at the nature and function of the church within evangelical thought.

Eschatology: Addresses beliefs about the end times, judgment, and the afterlife.

2. Key Terms and Concepts

Each section includes definitions and explanations of key terms, helping readers understand complex
theological concepts. This is particularly useful for those new to the study of theology, as it builds a
foundational vocabulary.

3. Historical Figures

The handbook highlights important figures in evangelical history, providing biographical sketches and
discussing their contributions to the faith. This allows readers to appreciate the historical roots of
evangelicalism and its ongoing influence.

Significant Themes in Evangelical Theology

The Westminster Handbook to Evangelical Theology delves into several significant themes that
characterize evangelical thought. Understanding these themes is crucial for grasping the essence of
evangelicalism.

1. Authority of Scripture

One of the central tenets of evangelical theology is the authority of Scripture. Evangelicals hold that
the Bible is the inspired Word of God, serving as the ultimate authority in matters of faith and
practice. This belief shapes how evangelicals approach theology, ethics, and personal conduct.



2. Conversion and Personal Faith

Evangelicals emphasize the necessity of personal conversion and faith in Jesus Christ for salvation.
This theme is rooted in the belief that each individual must respond to God's grace personally, leading
to a transformative experience that impacts every aspect of life.

3. The Great Commission

The call to evangelism and the Great Commission are integral to evangelical identity. Evangelicals
believe in the imperative to share the gospel with others, emphasizing mission work and outreach as
vital expressions of their faith.

4. Social Engagement

While historically seen as focused on personal piety, contemporary evangelicalism increasingly
engages with social justice issues. The handbook discusses how evangelicals navigate the tension
between personal and social dimensions of faith, addressing topics such as poverty, racial
reconciliation, and environmental stewardship.

The Role of the Handbook in Academic and Church
Settings

The Westminster Handbook to Evangelical Theology serves a dual purpose in both academic and
church settings.

1. Academic Resource

In the academic realm, the handbook is a valuable tool for students and scholars of theology. It
provides a concise overview of essential doctrines and historical developments, making it an excellent
supplementary text for courses in evangelical studies. Professors often recommend it for its clarity
and accessibility.

2. Church Resource

For church leaders and laypersons, the handbook serves as a reference point for understanding key
theological concepts. It can be used for:

Teaching: Church leaders can utilize the handbook to develop curriculum and teaching
materials.



Preaching: Pastors can reference the handbook to ensure accurate interpretation of
theological themes in their sermons.

Small Group Studies: The handbook can be a resource for small group discussions on
foundational beliefs.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite its strengths, the Westminster Handbook to Evangelical Theology is not without challenges
and critiques. Some scholars argue that it may present a narrow perspective on evangelicalism,
potentially overlooking more progressive or diverse voices within the movement. Additionally, the
complexity of contemporary theological debates may not be fully captured in a single volume.

Conclusion

In summary, the Westminster Handbook to Evangelical Theology is an indispensable resource for
anyone seeking to understand the intricate tapestry of evangelical thought. By providing a clear
overview of essential doctrines, historical context, and contemporary issues, the handbook equips
readers to engage thoughtfully with the faith. Whether used in academic settings or within the
church, it fosters a deeper appreciation for the richness of evangelical theology and its relevance in
today's world. As readers navigate the complexities of faith, the handbook stands as a guiding light,
illuminating the path toward a more profound understanding of evangelicalism and its transformative
power.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Westminster Handbook to Evangelical Theology'?
The 'Westminster Handbook to Evangelical Theology' is a concise reference work that provides an
overview of key concepts, terms, and figures within evangelical theology, aimed at students, pastors,
and lay readers.

Who are the authors of the 'Westminster Handbook to
Evangelical Theology'?
The handbook is edited by Dr. Gerald R. McDermott, a notable scholar in the field of theology, and
features contributions from various experts in evangelical thought.

How does the 'Westminster Handbook to Evangelical



Theology' differ from other theological reference works?
This handbook focuses specifically on evangelical perspectives, emphasizing a balance between
historical theology and contemporary issues, making it distinct from more general theological
dictionaries or encyclopedias.

What topics are covered in the 'Westminster Handbook to
Evangelical Theology'?
The handbook covers a wide range of topics including doctrines such as salvation, the Trinity,
Scripture, and the church, as well as discussions on ethics, worship, and cultural engagement.

Is the 'Westminster Handbook to Evangelical Theology'
suitable for beginners?
Yes, the handbook is designed to be accessible for beginners while also providing depth for more
advanced readers, making it a valuable resource for anyone interested in evangelical theology.

Can the 'Westminster Handbook to Evangelical Theology' be
used in academic settings?
Absolutely, the handbook is widely used in seminaries and theological schools as a supplementary
resource for courses on evangelical theology and related subjects.

What is the significance of evangelical theology as presented
in the handbook?
The handbook highlights the unique contributions of evangelical theology to the broader Christian
tradition, emphasizing its focus on the authority of Scripture, personal faith, and mission.

Are there any critical perspectives discussed in the
'Westminster Handbook to Evangelical Theology'?
While the primary focus is on evangelical perspectives, the handbook does address critiques of
evangelical theology and engages with diverse viewpoints within the Christian community.
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