
what do jewish think of jesus
what do jewish think of jesus is a question that touches on complex
theological, historical, and cultural perspectives. This article explores the
Jewish views on Jesus, a central figure in Christianity, and how these views
differ fundamentally from Christian beliefs. Understanding what do Jewish
think of Jesus involves examining Jewish theology, historical contexts, and
the role Jesus plays within Jewish tradition. While Christianity venerates
Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God, Judaism does not accept these claims and
has distinct reasons for this stance. This article will also address common
misconceptions and explain the Jewish perspective on Jesus’ life, teachings,
and legacy. By exploring these dimensions, readers can gain a clearer
understanding of the divergent beliefs and respectful dialogue between the
two faiths.
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Jewish Historical Context Regarding Jesus
The historical context in which Jesus lived is crucial to understanding what
do Jewish think of Jesus. Jesus was a Jewish preacher in the 1st century CE,
a time of Roman occupation and significant religious expectation for a
Messiah within Judaism. However, the Jewish community of that era did not
accept Jesus as the promised Messiah, which is central to Jewish beliefs
about the future deliverer.

Messianic Expectations in Judaism
At the time of Jesus, many Jews anticipated a Messiah who would be a
political and military leader, restoring the kingdom of Israel and bringing
peace. This expectation was based on interpretations of Hebrew Scriptures,
which describe a future anointed leader. Jesus’ message and mission, as
recounted in Christian texts, did not align with these expectations, leading
to skepticism and rejection by the Jewish authorities and many Jewish people.



Historical Jewish Responses to Jesus
Historical Jewish sources from the period and shortly thereafter often depict
Jesus as a teacher or a figure of controversy but do not recognize him as
divine or the Messiah. The Jewish community’s rejection of Jesus was rooted
in both theological disagreements and concerns about maintaining the
integrity of Jewish law and tradition.

Jewish Theological Perspectives on Jesus
From a theological standpoint, what do Jewish think of Jesus centers on the
rejection of Jesus’ messianic and divine claims. Jewish theology is strictly
monotheistic, emphasizing an indivisible God and denying any form of
incarnation.

Rejection of Jesus as the Messiah
Judaism maintains that the Messiah has specific criteria to fulfill, such as
rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem, gathering all Jews back to Israel, and
ushering in an era of universal peace. Since Jesus did not fulfill these
prophecies during his lifetime, Jewish tradition holds that he cannot be the
Messiah.

Divinity and the Concept of God
Judaism strongly rejects the Christian doctrine of the Trinity and the
divinity of Jesus. The Shema, a central Jewish prayer, declares the oneness
of God, which is incompatible with the Christian understanding of Jesus as
God incarnate.

Jesus’ Role in Jewish Law
Jewish thought emphasizes the importance of the Torah and its commandments.
Jesus’ teachings, which sometimes diverged from traditional Jewish law, are
viewed as inconsistent with halacha (Jewish law), further distancing him from
Jewish acceptance.

Common Jewish Misconceptions About Jesus
There are several misconceptions within and outside the Jewish community
about what do Jewish think of Jesus. Addressing these helps clarify the
nuances of Jewish perspectives.



Jesus as a False Messiah
Many Jews consider Jesus to be a false messiah, meaning that while he may
have had followers and made messianic claims, he ultimately did not fulfill
the messianic prophecies outlined in Jewish texts.

Jesus as a Historical vs. Religious Figure
While Jews generally acknowledge Jesus as a historical figure, they do not
accept the theological interpretations presented in Christian scripture. This
distinction helps separate historical acknowledgment from religious belief.

Misunderstandings About Jewish Rejection
Some mistakenly believe that Jewish rejection of Jesus is purely
antagonistic. In reality, it is based on deeply held religious and
theological grounds, not personal animosity.

Jesus in Jewish Texts and Tradition
Though Jesus is not a central figure in Jewish religious texts, he appears
indirectly or is referenced in some Jewish writings, often with critical or
neutral tones.

The Talmud and Jesus
The Talmud contains a few passages that some scholars interpret as references
to Jesus, though these are often ambiguous and debated. These passages do not
affirm Jesus’ messianic claims and sometimes reflect the tension between
early Christians and Jewish communities.

Medieval Jewish Commentaries
Medieval Jewish scholars occasionally discussed Jesus to clarify Jewish
beliefs and respond to Christian proselytizing. These discussions typically
emphasized the Jewish rejection of Jesus’ messianic and divine status.

Modern Jewish Thought
Contemporary Jewish scholars often study Jesus as a historical figure and the
founder of Christianity but maintain traditional theological positions. Some
also explore Jesus’ teachings in the context of Jewish ethics and culture
without accepting his religious claims.



Interfaith Relations and Contemporary Views
In modern times, what do Jewish think of Jesus is also shaped by interfaith
dialogue and improved understanding between Jews and Christians.

Dialogue and Mutual Respect
Many Jewish and Christian leaders engage in respectful dialogue,
acknowledging differences while seeking common ground in shared values and
history.

Jewish Perspectives on Jesus in Pluralistic
Societies
In pluralistic societies, Jews often recognize the significance of Jesus in
Christianity but maintain their own religious identity and theological
viewpoints.

Impact on Jewish Identity
Understanding Jesus from a Jewish perspective reinforces Jewish identity and
religious distinctiveness while promoting respect for Christian traditions.

Jesus was a Jewish preacher not accepted as Messiah by Jews.

Jewish theology rejects Jesus’ divinity and messianic role.

Misconceptions about Jewish views often stem from misunderstanding
religious differences.

Jewish texts mention Jesus indirectly, usually critically.

Interfaith dialogue fosters mutual respect despite theological
differences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the general Jewish perspective on Jesus?
Most Jewish people view Jesus as a historical figure, a Jewish teacher or
preacher, but do not accept him as the Messiah or divine.



Do Jews believe Jesus was the Messiah?
No, in Judaism, Jesus is not recognized as the Messiah because he did not
fulfill the messianic prophecies outlined in Jewish texts.

How do Jews view the claims of Jesus' divinity?
Judaism strictly emphasizes the oneness of God and does not accept the
concept of God becoming human, so Jews do not believe in Jesus' divinity.

Is Jesus considered a prophet in Judaism?
No, Jesus is not considered a prophet in Judaism; the prophetic tradition is
viewed as ending with the biblical prophets.

Do Jewish texts mention Jesus?
There are some references that some scholars interpret as allusions to Jesus
in the Talmud and other Jewish texts, but these are often indirect and
debated.

How do Jewish people celebrate or recognize Jesus?
Generally, Jewish people do not celebrate Jesus as they do not view him as a
religious figure within Judaism.

Why is there a difference between Jewish and
Christian views on Jesus?
The differences stem from divergent interpretations of scripture, messianic
expectations, and theological beliefs developed over centuries between
Judaism and Christianity.

Additional Resources
1. "Jesus and Judaism"
This book explores the historical and religious context of Jesus within
first-century Judaism. It examines how Jesus' teachings aligned with or
diverged from Jewish beliefs and customs of the time. The author provides
insight into how Jewish scholars interpret Jesus’ role, emphasizing the
complexity of his identity as viewed through a Jewish lens.

2. "Jewish Views of Jesus: A Historical Perspective"
Offering a comprehensive overview, this book traces the evolution of Jewish
perspectives on Jesus from antiquity to the modern era. It discusses how
Jewish thinkers have responded to the figure of Jesus, often differentiating
between the historical Jesus and the theological Christ of Christianity. The
text highlights the cultural and religious factors that shape Jewish



attitudes toward Jesus today.

3. "The Jewish Jesus: A Rabbi’s Perspective"
Written by a contemporary rabbi, this book delves into Jesus’ life and
teachings from a Jewish standpoint. It challenges common Christian
interpretations and emphasizes Jesus’ role as a Jewish teacher rather than a
divine figure. The author also explores how Jewish tradition can engage with
the story of Jesus in a meaningful way without compromising Jewish beliefs.

4. "Jesus in Jewish Thought"
This scholarly work examines various Jewish theological and philosophical
responses to Jesus over the centuries. It covers topics such as messianic
expectations, Jewish-Christian relations, and the impact of Jesus on Jewish
identity. The book is a valuable resource for understanding the nuances of
Jewish thought regarding Jesus.

5. "Rejecting the Messiah: Jewish Responses to Jesus"
Focusing on the reasons behind the Jewish rejection of Jesus as the Messiah,
this book analyzes scriptural interpretations and historical developments
that led to this stance. It also explores how this rejection has affected
Jewish-Christian dialogue and relations. The author provides a balanced view
that respects both religious traditions.

6. "Jesus in Jewish Culture and Memory"
This book investigates how Jesus has been remembered and represented within
Jewish culture throughout history. It covers literature, folklore, and
communal memory, showing the diverse ways Jews have perceived Jesus. The
narrative reveals the complexity of Jewish identity in relation to a figure
central to Christianity.

7. "Messiah and Christ: Jewish and Christian Perspectives on Jesus"
A comparative study, this book contrasts Jewish and Christian messianic
expectations and how they influence views on Jesus. It provides historical
background and theological analysis to explain why Jews do not accept Jesus
as the Messiah. The book encourages respectful dialogue and understanding
between the two faiths.

8. "The Historical Jesus Through Jewish Eyes"
This text offers a Jewish historical-critical approach to the life and times
of Jesus. It aims to separate the historical figure from later Christian
theological constructs. The author uses Jewish sources and scholarship to
provide a nuanced view of Jesus’ significance within Judaism.

9. "Faith and Doubt: Jewish Reflections on Jesus"
A collection of essays by various Jewish thinkers, this book explores the
range of Jewish responses to Jesus, from skepticism to admiration. It
reflects on how Jesus fits into Jewish faith and identity, considering both
continuity and divergence. The essays foster a deeper understanding of the
complex relationship between Judaism and Jesus.
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