
what is moorish science

what is moorish science is a question that delves into a unique spiritual and cultural movement originating
in the early 20th century. Moorish Science is a religious and philosophical framework that blends elements
of Islam, African American identity, and historical teachings related to the Moors, who were medieval
Muslim inhabitants of the Maghreb, Iberian Peninsula, Sicily, and Malta. This movement has influenced
various communities, particularly within African American populations, by emphasizing heritage,
spirituality, and self-empowerment. Understanding what Moorish Science is requires exploring its history,
core beliefs, practices, and its impact on contemporary society. This article will provide a comprehensive
overview of Moorish Science, clarifying common misconceptions and highlighting its significance in
cultural and religious contexts.
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History and Origins of Moorish Science
The foundation of Moorish Science dates back to the early 1900s, primarily credited to Noble Drew Ali, an
African American religious leader born Timothy Drew. In 1913, Drew Ali established the Moorish Science
Temple of America, which sought to reconnect African Americans with their historical roots by promoting
the identity of "Moors" as descendants of the ancient peoples of North Africa and the Middle East. This
identification was part of a broader effort to foster pride, cultural awareness, and spiritual enlightenment
among African Americans during a period marked by racial discrimination and social challenges.

The Role of Noble Drew Ali
Noble Drew Ali is recognized as the founder and prophet of Moorish Science. He developed a unique
religious doctrine that combined Islamic teachings with elements of Christianity, mysticism, and pan-
Africanism. His teachings emphasized that African Americans were not merely descendants of slaves but
were part of an ancient and noble lineage, specifically the Moors. Drew Ali's work inspired many to



embrace their heritage and seek spiritual and social liberation.

Historical Context
The emergence of Moorish Science coincided with the Harlem Renaissance and other African American
cultural movements that sought to reclaim identity and resist oppression. The movement drew on
historical facts about the Moors' advanced civilization and contributions to science, art, and philosophy
during the Middle Ages, using these as a foundation for contemporary empowerment.

Core Beliefs and Principles
Moorish Science encompasses a set of spiritual and philosophical beliefs that center on identity, divine
heritage, and personal empowerment. These core principles form the basis of the movement’s teachings
and its appeal to adherents.

Divine Identity and Heritage
One of the fundamental beliefs of Moorish Science is that African Americans are descendants of the Moors
and thus possess a divine origin. This belief is intended to instill a sense of pride and self-worth, countering
the negative narratives imposed by historical racism and slavery. The movement teaches that reclaiming
this identity is essential for spiritual growth and social advancement.

Religious Syncretism
Moorish Science integrates teachings from Islam, Christianity, and other religious traditions. It
acknowledges Allah as the One God and incorporates Islamic rituals and prayers, but also references biblical
figures and concepts. This syncretism reflects the movement’s goal of uniting various spiritual paths to
provide a comprehensive framework for understanding the universe and humanity’s place within it.

Moral and Ethical Guidelines
Adherents of Moorish Science are encouraged to follow a moral code that promotes honesty, respect, self-
discipline, and community responsibility. The teachings emphasize the importance of personal integrity
and social justice as means to achieve both individual and collective upliftment.



Practices and Rituals
The practical expressions of Moorish Science include specific rituals, ceremonies, and lifestyle practices
designed to reinforce its teachings and foster a sense of community among followers.

Religious Services and Prayer
Members of the Moorish Science Temple often gather for prayer services that include recitations from the
Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple of America, a text compiled by Noble Drew Ali. These services
emphasize spiritual connection, reflection, and the reinforcement of Moorish identity.

Use of Moorish Identification
A distinctive practice within the movement is the adoption of Moorish surnames and identification cards
that declare the bearer’s Moorish nationality. This practice symbolizes the recognition of a unique cultural
and spiritual lineage, serving as a tool for legal and social recognition.

Community and Educational Activities
The Moorish Science Temple promotes educational programs aimed at teaching history, spirituality, and
civic responsibility. These activities are designed to empower members through knowledge and foster
unity and cooperation within the community.

Influence and Impact on Society
Moorish Science has played a significant role in shaping African American cultural and religious identity
throughout the 20th century and beyond. Its impact can be observed in various social, religious, and
political contexts.

Cultural Empowerment
By emphasizing a proud Moorish heritage, the movement has contributed to a broader sense of cultural
pride and resilience among African Americans. This empowerment has encouraged greater self-awareness
and resistance to systemic oppression.



Religious Diversity
Moorish Science has added to the religious diversity within the United States by presenting an alternative
spiritual path that blends Islamic principles with African and American cultural elements. It has influenced
other movements and inspired similar identity-based religious expressions.

Legal and Social Challenges
Despite its positive contributions, the movement has faced legal and social challenges, including
misunderstandings regarding its claims of nationality and citizenship. Some adherents have encountered
difficulties in legal systems when asserting Moorish identity, highlighting ongoing tensions between
cultural identity and institutional recognition.

Common Misconceptions and Clarifications
Due to its unique nature, Moorish Science is often subject to misconceptions and misrepresentations.
Clarifying these is essential for an accurate understanding of the movement.

Not a Political Secessionist Movement
While Moorish Science emphasizes national identity and heritage, it is not a political movement seeking
secession or legal independence. Instead, it focuses on spiritual and cultural self-identification and
empowerment.

Relationship to Islam
Moorish Science incorporates Islamic teachings but is distinct from orthodox Islam. It represents a syncretic
belief system rather than adherence to traditional Islamic jurisprudence or sects.

Misuse of Moorish Identity Claims
Some individuals have misused Moorish Science teachings for fraudulent or legal evasion purposes. These
actions are not representative of the movement’s core values, which emphasize moral conduct and
community responsibility.



Summary of Key Points

Moorish Science is a spiritual and cultural movement established in the early 20th century.

Founded by Noble Drew Ali, it connects African Americans to Moorish heritage and Islamic
teachings.

The movement promotes a unique religious syncretism and moral code.

Practices include prayer services, Moorish identification, and community education.

Moorish Science has influenced cultural empowerment and religious diversity.

Misconceptions about the movement often stem from misunderstandings of its goals and practices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Moorish Science?
Moorish Science is a religious and cultural movement founded in the early 20th century by Noble Drew
Ali, emphasizing the Moorish identity of African Americans and combining elements of Islam, Christianity,
and Black nationalism.

Who founded Moorish Science?
Moorish Science was founded by Noble Drew Ali, born Timothy Drew, in 1913 in the United States.

What are the core beliefs of Moorish Science?
Core beliefs include the idea that African Americans are descendants of the Moors and should reclaim their
cultural and national identity, practicing a form of Islam blended with other spiritual teachings.

How does Moorish Science differ from traditional Islam?
Moorish Science incorporates Islamic teachings but also blends aspects of Christianity, mysticism, and Black
nationalist ideas, making it distinct from orthodox Islam.



What is the significance of the term 'Moorish' in Moorish Science?
The term 'Moorish' refers to the historical Muslim inhabitants of North Africa and Spain, symbolizing a
noble heritage and identity that followers believe African Americans descend from.

Is Moorish Science recognized as a religion?
Yes, Moorish Science is recognized as a religious movement, with its own scriptures like the Holy Koran of
the Moorish Science Temple of America.

What is the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple of America?
It is a sacred text compiled by Noble Drew Ali that combines Islamic scripture with his own teachings and
philosophies specific to Moorish Science.

How has Moorish Science influenced African American culture?
Moorish Science has influenced African American cultural identity, promoting pride in heritage, spiritual
awareness, and the assertion of civil rights and sovereignty.

Are there Moorish Science communities today?
Yes, there are active Moorish Science Temple of America groups and followers worldwide who continue
to practice and spread the teachings of Moorish Science.

Additional Resources
1. The Moorish Science Temple and the Rise of African American Islam
This book explores the origins and development of the Moorish Science Temple, founded by Noble Drew
Ali in the early 20th century. It delves into the movement's blend of Islamic teachings, African heritage,
and American identity. The author examines how the Moorish Science Temple influenced African
American religious and cultural life.

2. Noble Drew Ali and the Moorish Science Temple: A Study in Religious Nationalism
Focusing on the life of Noble Drew Ali, this book provides insight into his theological ideas and the
establishment of the Moorish Science Temple. The work contextualizes the movement within the broader
African American struggle for identity and civil rights. It also discusses the impact of Moorish Science on
later religious and social movements.

3. The Moorish Science Temple of America: Origins and Legacy
This comprehensive history traces the founding of the Moorish Science Temple and its evolution
throughout the 20th century. The author analyzes key doctrines, rituals, and symbols used by the



movement. The book also covers its enduring influence on African American religious thought and
cultural nationalism.

4. Moorish Science and the Search for Identity in African American Communities
This volume examines how Moorish Science provides a framework for African Americans seeking cultural
and spiritual identity. It discusses the movement's emphasis on Moorish heritage and Islamic principles as
tools for empowerment. The book includes personal narratives and scholarly analysis of the Temple's social
role.

5. Islam and the African American Experience: The Moorish Science Temple and Beyond
Exploring the intersection of Islam and African American history, this book highlights the Moorish Science
Temple as a pioneering religious movement. It traces the influence of Moorish Science on subsequent
Islamic groups and African American spirituality. The text situates the movement within the larger
context of African diaspora religious traditions.

6. The Teachings of Noble Drew Ali: Foundations of Moorish Science
This work focuses specifically on the theological teachings and writings of Noble Drew Ali. It provides
detailed explanations of the Moorish Science Temple’s core beliefs, including the concept of Moorish
identity and divine origin. The book serves as a foundational text for understanding the religious
philosophy behind the movement.

7. Moorish Science and African American Identity Politics
Analyzing the political implications of Moorish Science, this book explores how the movement contributes
to identity formation and resistance against racial oppression. It discusses the role of religion in shaping
African American nationalism and community solidarity. The author offers a critical perspective on the
movement’s successes and challenges.

8. From Moorish Science to Nation of Islam: The Evolution of Black Religious Movements
This book traces the historical and ideological links between the Moorish Science Temple and later groups
like the Nation of Islam. It highlights the continuity and divergence in religious beliefs, cultural messages,
and political goals. The study provides insight into the broader landscape of African American Islamic
movements.

9. Symbols and Sovereignty: The Cultural Significance of Moorish Science
Focusing on the symbolic and cultural dimensions, this book examines the use of flags, colors, and titles
within the Moorish Science Temple. It discusses how these elements express sovereignty, identity, and
spiritual authority. The analysis reveals the movement’s role in redefining African American self-
perception and pride.
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