
walking tour of london self guided

Walking tour of London self guided is an excellent way to explore the rich
history, vibrant culture, and stunning architecture of one of the world's
most iconic cities. With its extensive public transport network, London is
often seen as a city best navigated by tube or bus. However, a self-guided
walking tour enables you to immerse yourself in the atmosphere, discover
hidden gems, and experience the city at your own pace. This article will
guide you through planning your walking tour, highlight key attractions, and
provide tips to make the most of your experience.

Planning Your Walking Tour

Before embarking on your self-guided walking tour of London, a bit of
planning can greatly enhance your experience. Here are some steps to
consider:

1. Choose Your Route

London is vast, and choosing a specific route is essential. Here are some
popular walking tour ideas:

- Royal London Tour: Explore Buckingham Palace, St. James's Park, and
Westminster Abbey.
- Historic London: Walk through the City of London, covering the Tower of
London, St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Bank of England.
- Cultural London: Discover the Southbank, home to the Tate Modern, Globe
Theatre, and the vibrant food market at Borough Market.
- Hidden Gems: Venture off the beaten track to explore areas like Shoreditch,
Hackney, or the quaint streets of Notting Hill.

2. Time Your Tour

Consider how much time you have available. A leisurely walking tour can take
anywhere from two to six hours, depending on your route and how much time you
spend at each location. Plan for breaks to enjoy a meal or a coffee, and
don’t forget to account for time spent in museums or galleries, which may
require more time.

3. Prepare a Map or App

While you can rely on your smartphone for navigation, it’s handy to have a
map or a printed guide. Apps that provide walking tour routes can be
particularly useful, allowing you to follow along with ease. Some notable
apps include:

- GPSmyCity: Offers self-guided walking tours with offline maps.
- VoiceMap: Provides audio tours that guide you as you walk.
- Google Maps: Always a reliable option for navigation and points of



interest.

Key Attractions to Include

As you plan your walking tour of London, consider including some of the
city’s major attractions. Below is a suggested itinerary that combines
history, culture, and stunning views.

1. Buckingham Palace

Starting your tour at Buckingham Palace allows you to witness the Changing of
the Guard, a ceremonial event that takes place several times a day. The
palace is an iconic symbol of the British monarchy and offers beautiful
gardens.

2. St. James’s Park

From Buckingham Palace, stroll through St. James's Park, the oldest Royal
Park in London. The park features stunning flower beds, a picturesque lake,
and views of the iconic London Eye and Big Ben. It’s a perfect spot for a
break or a picnic.

3. Westminster Abbey

Next, head towards Westminster Abbey, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. This
magnificent Gothic church has been the site of many royal ceremonies,
including coronations and weddings. Be sure to check the opening hours and
consider pre-booking tickets to avoid long lines.

4. Houses of Parliament and Big Ben

Just a short walk from Westminster Abbey, you’ll find the Houses of
Parliament and the iconic clock tower, Big Ben. Take time to admire the
stunning architecture and, if possible, take a guided tour of the Parliament
buildings.

5. The Southbank

Cross Westminster Bridge and stroll along the Southbank of the River Thames.
This area is brimming with cultural attractions, including:

- Tate Modern: A leading modern art gallery housed in a former power station.
- Shakespeare's Globe Theatre: A reconstruction of the historic theatre where
many of Shakespeare's plays were performed.
- Borough Market: A must-visit for food lovers, offering a variety of gourmet
food stalls and restaurants.



6. The Tower of London

Continuing your walk, make your way to the Tower of London. This historic
castle is home to the Crown Jewels and has a rich history dating back over
1,000 years. Again, pre-booking tickets is advisable to avoid long waits.

7. St. Paul’s Cathedral

After visiting the Tower, walk towards St. Paul’s Cathedral, one of London’s
most famous landmarks. Climb to the top of the dome for breathtaking views of
the city. The cathedral's interior is equally stunning, featuring beautiful
mosaics and the Whispering Gallery.

Discovering Hidden Gems

While the major attractions are essential, London is also filled with lesser-
known treasures waiting to be discovered. Here are a few hidden gems to
consider:

1. Leadenhall Market

Located in the City of London, Leadenhall Market is a beautiful covered
market known for its Victorian architecture. It’s an excellent spot for lunch
or a coffee, surrounded by shops and eateries.

2. The Sky Garden

For a unique perspective of London, visit the Sky Garden, located atop the
Walkie Talkie building. It’s free to enter, and you’ll enjoy stunning views
of the city skyline.

3. Little Venice

Take a detour to Little Venice, a picturesque network of waterways and
canals. You can enjoy a tranquil walk along the canal paths, and there are
several charming cafés and pubs where you can relax.

4. Daunt Books

For book lovers, a visit to Daunt Books in Marylebone is a must. This
Edwardian bookshop is renowned for its beautiful oak galleries and extensive
collection of travel literature.



Tips for Your Walking Tour

Here are some additional tips to ensure your self-guided walking tour of
London is memorable and enjoyable:

- Wear Comfortable Shoes: You’ll be walking a lot, so comfortable footwear is
essential.
- Stay Hydrated: Carry a water bottle to keep yourself hydrated throughout
the day.
- Dress for the Weather: London weather can be unpredictable. Bring a light
raincoat or umbrella if rain is in the forecast.
- Plan for Breaks: Schedule breaks in between attractions to enjoy a meal or
coffee. London has a plethora of options, from street food to fine dining.
- Check Opening Hours: Before your visit, confirm the opening hours of
attractions to avoid disappointments.

Conclusion

A walking tour of London self guided offers a wonderful opportunity to
connect with the city on a deeper level. You’ll discover not only its
renowned landmarks but also the hidden corners that make London unique. With
a little planning, you can create a personalized itinerary that suits your
interests and pace. Whether you’re a history buff, an art lover, or simply
someone looking to enjoy a scenic stroll, London has something to offer
everyone. So lace up your shoes, grab a map, and get ready to explore this
incredible city on foot!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a self-guided walking tour of London?

A self-guided walking tour of London is an independent exploration of the
city where individuals can follow a specific route or itinerary at their own
pace, using maps, mobile apps, or printed guides to discover landmarks and
attractions.

What are some popular routes for self-guided walking
tours in London?

Popular routes include the South Bank Walk, which features the London Eye and
Tate Modern, the historic City of London route including St. Paul's
Cathedral, and the Royal Parks route that connects Hyde Park and Kensington
Gardens.

How can I create my own self-guided walking tour in
London?

You can create your own self-guided walking tour by selecting a theme or area
of interest, researching key attractions, mapping out a route, and using
tools like Google Maps or walking tour apps to help you navigate.



What are the benefits of a self-guided walking tour?

Benefits include flexibility in schedule, the ability to explore at your own
pace, cost-effectiveness, and the opportunity to discover hidden gems that
might be overlooked on guided tours.

Are there any apps available for self-guided walking
tours in London?

Yes, there are several apps available, such as VoiceMap, GPSmyCity, and
Detour, which provide audio guides and detailed maps for self-guided walking
tours throughout London.

What should I bring on a self-guided walking tour of
London?

You should bring comfortable walking shoes, a charged smartphone or portable
charger, a water bottle, snacks, a map or guide, and an umbrella or raincoat,
depending on the weather.

Is it safe to go on a self-guided walking tour in
London?

Yes, London is generally safe for tourists; however, it's advisable to stay
in well-lit areas, be aware of your surroundings, and avoid isolated places,
especially at night.

Can I find self-guided walking tours that cater to
specific interests, like history or food?

Absolutely! There are many self-guided walking tours tailored to specific
interests available online, such as historical sites tours, food tours,
street art tours, and more, allowing you to customize your experience.
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