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War Thunder is a free-to-play, cross-platform vehicular combat multiplayer
video game developed by Gaijin Entertainment. The game offers players the
chance to engage in intense aerial dogfights, tank battles, and naval
warfare, covering various historical periods and conflicts. As a beginner,
you may find the game overwhelming due to its extensive content and intricate
mechanics. This guide will provide you with essential tips, tricks, and
strategies to help you get started on your journey in War Thunder.

Understanding the Basics

Before diving into the action, it's essential to understand the core
components of War Thunder.

Game Modes

War Thunder features several game modes, each offering a unique experience:

1. Arcade Battles: A more casual mode designed for newcomers, featuring
simplified mechanics and easier controls.
2. Realistic Battles: A mode that provides a more immersive experience, with
realistic flight and vehicle physics, requiring more skill and knowledge.
3. Simulator Battles: The most challenging mode, focusing on hardcore
realism. Players must master every aspect of their vehicle to survive.
4. Historical Battles: These battles are based on actual historical events
and often feature specific objectives and conditions.

Types of Vehicles

War Thunder encompasses three main types of vehicles:

- Airplanes: Fighters, bombers, and ground attack aircraft.
- Tanks: Armored vehicles ranging from light tanks to heavy tanks and tank
destroyers.
- Naval Vessels: Ships, including destroyers and cruisers, that can engage in
naval combat.

Each vehicle class has its unique strengths and weaknesses, so it’s crucial
to experiment with different types to find your preferred playstyle.



Getting Started

As a beginner in War Thunder, the initial experience can be daunting. Here
are crucial steps to help you get started:

Creating an Account

To play War Thunder, you need to create a Gaijin account. Follow these steps:

1. Visit the official War Thunder website.
2. Click on the "Play for Free" button.
3. Fill out the registration form or log in using existing social media
accounts.

Once registered, download and install the game on your preferred platform.

Tutorials and Training

War Thunder provides various tutorials and training missions to help you
familiarize yourself with the game mechanics. Take advantage of these
resources:

- Flight Tutorials: Learn the basics of flying, including takeoff, landing,
and combat maneuvers.
- Tank Tutorials: Understand tank controls, aiming, and tactics for engaging
enemy vehicles.
- Naval Training: Get accustomed to naval combat mechanics, including ship
movement and artillery fire.

Completing these tutorials will give you a solid foundation before jumping
into real battles.

Choosing Your Nation and Vehicles

War Thunder features several nations, each with unique vehicles and tech
trees. Here’s how to choose the right one:

Nation Overview

The game currently includes the following nations:

- United States: Known for versatile aircraft and armored vehicles.



- Germany: Offers powerful tanks and advanced aircraft technology.
- Soviet Union: Features heavily armored tanks and robust fighters.
- United Kingdom: Known for well-rounded vehicles with excellent
maneuverability.
- Japan: Offers unique aircraft with high agility and unconventional designs.

When selecting a nation, consider your preferred playstyle. For example, if
you enjoy heavy firepower, Germany may be your best option.

Progressing Through the Tech Tree

Each nation has its tech tree, showcasing various vehicles you can unlock. As
you gain experience, you can research and unlock new vehicles. Here are some
tips for progression:

- Focus on One Nation: It’s easier to master one nation rather than spreading
yourself thin across multiple.
- Participate in Battles Regularly: Engaging in battles earns you experience
points (XP) and Silver Lions, the game’s currency.
- Complete Missions and Events: Daily missions and seasonal events offer
additional rewards and can expedite your progression.

Essential Tips for Beginners

To improve your skills and enjoyment of War Thunder, keep these tips in mind:

Learn the Controls

Familiarize yourself with the game controls, as they can significantly impact
your performance. Customize your keybindings to suit your preferences and
ensure you’re comfortable with all the controls.

Practice, Practice, Practice

The key to mastering War Thunder is consistent practice. Spend time in
training missions and arcade battles to improve your skills without the
pressure of competitive play.

Understand Your Vehicle

Each vehicle has unique characteristics, including armor, firepower, speed,



and maneuverability. Understanding these attributes will help you make better
decisions during combat. For example:

- Fighters: Focus on agility and speed to outmaneuver opponents.
- Bombers: Keep altitude and distance, using bombing runs to target enemy
installations.
- Tanks: Utilize cover, flank enemies, and understand your weak points.

Positioning and Situational Awareness

Awareness of your surroundings is crucial in War Thunder. Whether flying or
driving, always be aware of enemy positions, map layout, and potential ambush
points. Use the minimap effectively to track allies and enemies.

Teamplay and Communication

War Thunder is primarily a team-based game. Communicate with your teammates
and coordinate strategies for better chances of success. Use voice chat or
text chat to relay important information, such as enemy locations and
formations.

Utilize the Repair and Resupply Features

In battles, you can often find locations to repair your vehicle or resupply
ammunition. Understanding when to retreat and take advantage of these
features can be the difference between life and death.

Advanced Strategies

As you become more comfortable with the game, consider these advanced
strategies to elevate your gameplay:

Map Knowledge

Understanding the maps is essential for success. Familiarize yourself with
key locations, choke points, and cover. Knowing where to find objectives or
ambush enemies can give you an edge.



Vehicle Customization

War Thunder allows for extensive customization of vehicles. Experiment with
different modifications, such as artillery upgrades, armor modifications, and
camouflage. Tailor your vehicle to suit your playstyle and the challenges of
specific maps.

Using the Economy Wisely

Managing your in-game economy is crucial. Avoid reckless spending on
unnecessary vehicles or upgrades. Focus on upgrading vehicles that you enjoy
and perform well with.

Join a Squadron

Consider joining a squadron (clan) to connect with other players. Squadrons
often provide valuable resources, training, and opportunities for organized
gameplay. Plus, it’s a great way to meet like-minded individuals.

Conclusion

War Thunder can be an exhilarating experience for both new and seasoned
players. By understanding the basics, choosing the right vehicles, honing
your skills, and developing strategies, you’ll be well on your way to
conquering the skies, land, and seas. Remember that every expert was once a
beginner, so enjoy the learning process and have fun in the world of War
Thunder!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is War Thunder and what type of game is it?
War Thunder is a free-to-play military vehicle simulator that encompasses
air, land, and sea battles, offering players the chance to engage in
realistic combat with aircraft, tanks, and naval vessels from various
historical periods.

How do I get started in War Thunder as a beginner?
To get started in War Thunder, download the game, create an account, and
complete the tutorial missions which introduce you to basic controls, vehicle
mechanics, and gameplay strategies.



What is the best way to choose my first vehicle in
War Thunder?
As a beginner, it's advisable to choose a vehicle from the nation you are
most interested in. Start with lower-tier vehicles, as they are easier to
manage and will help you learn the game mechanics without being overwhelmed.

What are the different game modes available in War
Thunder?
War Thunder offers several game modes including Arcade Battles (easy to pick
up), Realistic Battles (more challenging with realistic mechanics), and
Simulator Battles (highly realistic with complex controls). Beginners should
start with Arcade Battles.

How can I improve my skills quickly in War Thunder?
To improve your skills quickly, practice regularly, watch tutorials or
streams from experienced players, join a squadron for teamwork, and focus on
mastering one type of vehicle before branching out.

What are some important controls I should learn when
starting War Thunder?
Key controls to learn include throttle and rudder controls for aircraft,
movement controls for ground vehicles, and the aiming and firing controls for
weapons. Familiarizing yourself with the map and spotting mechanics is also
crucial.

Is there a community or resources where I can learn
more about War Thunder?
Yes, there are many resources such as the official War Thunder forums, Reddit
communities, and YouTube channels dedicated to gameplay tips, tutorials, and
strategies. Joining Discord servers can also connect you with experienced
players.
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