what are devices in literature

Devices in literature refer to techniques and tools that authors employ to
convey their messages, enhance their storytelling, and engage readers. These
devices can take many forms, including figurative language, narrative
techniques, and structural elements, each contributing to the overall meaning
and emotional impact of a literary work. Understanding these devices can
deepen one’s appreciation of literature and provide insights into the
author’s craft. This article explores various literary devices, their
purposes, and examples of how they are used in different genres.

Understanding Literary Devices

Literary devices serve multiple purposes in storytelling. They can evoke
emotions, create vivid imagery, build tension, and enhance themes. By
employing these tools, writers can craft rich narratives that resonate with
readers on multiple levels. Some devices are universally applicable, while
others are specific to certain genres or styles.

Types of Literary Devices

Literary devices can be categorized into several types, including but not
limited to:

Figurative Language

Narrative Techniques

Structural Elements

Sound Devices

Symbolism

FEach category encompasses a range of specific devices that can enhance a
text's depth and meaning.

Figurative Language

Figurative language involves the use of words or expressions that deviate
from their literal meaning to convey complex ideas and emotions. Key examples
include:

Metaphor

A metaphor is a direct comparison between two unrelated things, suggesting



they are alike in a significant way. For instance, in Shakespeare’s "As You
Like It," the world is described as a stage, suggesting life is a
performance.

Simile
A simile compares two different things using "like" or "as." An example can

be found in Robert Burns' poem "A Red, Red Rose," where love is compared to a
rose, emphasizing its beauty and fragility.

Personification

Personification attributes human qualities to non-human entities or abstract
concepts. In Emily Dickinson's poetry, nature is often personified, allowing
readers to connect emotionally with the natural world.

Imagery

Imagery involves using descriptive language to create vivid mental pictures.
It appeals to the senses and can evoke emotions, as seen in the lush
descriptions of nature in John Keats’ poetry.

Narrative Techniques

Narrative techniques refer to the methods an author uses to tell a story.
These techniques can shape the reader's experience and interpretation of the
narrative.

Point of View

The point of view determines the perspective from which a story is told.
Common points of view include:

1. First Person: The narrator is a character in the story, using "I" or
"We . "
2. Second Person: The narrator addresses the reader directly using "you."

3. Third Person Limited: The narrator knows the thoughts and feelings of
one character.

4. Third Person Omniscient: The narrator knows the thoughts and feelings of
all characters.

Each point of view offers different insights and can significantly affect how
a story is perceived.



Flashback and Foreshadowing

Flashbacks are interruptions in the chronological order of a narrative to
provide background information. They can reveal character motivations or key
events that shape the plot. Foreshadowing, on the other hand, hints at events
that will occur later in the story, building suspense and anticipation.

Structural Elements

The structure of a literary work can greatly influence its effectiveness.
This includes elements such as plot, setting, and character development.

Plot Structure

Most narratives follow a traditional plot structure, often described in terms
of exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. This
framework helps to organize the story and maintain reader interest.

Setting

Setting refers to the time and place in which a story occurs. It can
establish mood, influence character behavior, and serve as a backdrop for the
narrative. In "The Great Gatsby," F. Scott Fitzgerald uses the opulence of
the Jazz Age to highlight themes of excess and moral decay.

Characterization

Characterization is the process of creating and developing characters.
Authors may use direct characterization (explicitly stating traits) or
indirect characterization (revealing traits through actions, thoughts, and
dialogue) to create complex and relatable characters.

Sound Devices

Sound devices enhance the auditory quality of literature, making it more
engaging. They are often used in poetry but can also appear in prose.

Alliteration

Alliteration is the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words
in close proximity. This technique can create rhythm and enhance the
musicality of a text. An example is the phrase "Peter Piper picked a peck of
pickled peppers.”



Assonance

Assonance is the repetition of vowel sounds within nearby words. It can
create internal rhymes and contribute to the overall flow of a piece. An
example can be found in the line "Hear the lark and harken to the barking of
the dark fox gone to ground."

Rhyme and Rhythm

Rhyme schemes and rhythmic patterns play a crucial role in poetry,
establishing a musical quality that can enhance emotional resonance.
Traditional forms like sonnets and limericks rely heavily on specific rhyme
schemes.

Symbolism

Symbolism is the use of symbols to represent larger concepts or ideas. A
symbol may be a character, object, or event that embodies a deeper meaning.

Examples of Symbolism

— In George Orwell's "Animal Farm," the farm itself symbolizes the rise of
communism and the corruption of revolutionary ideals.

— In "The Scarlet Letter," the letter "A" symbolizes both sin and the
complexity of moral judgment.

Symbolism adds layers of meaning to a text, inviting readers to explore
beyond the surface.

Conclusion

Devices in literature are essential tools that authors utilize to enhance
their storytelling and engage readers. From figurative language and narrative
techniques to structural elements and sound devices, each device contributes
uniquely to a work's overall impact. By understanding these devices, readers
can gain a deeper appreciation of literature and the craft behind it. As
literature continues to evolve, so too will the devices that authors employ,
perpetuating the rich tradition of storytelling that has captivated audiences
for centuries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are literary devices?

Literary devices are techniques and tools that writers use to create a
specific effect in their writing, enhance the narrative, and engage readers



more deeply.

Can you give examples of common literary devices?

Yes, common literary devices include metaphor, simile, alliteration, imagery,
personification, and symbolism.

How do literary devices contribute to a text?

Literary devices contribute to a text by enriching the language, creating
deeper meanings, and evoking emotions that enhance the reader's experience.

What is the difference between a literary device and
a literary element?

Literary devices are specific techniques used by authors, while literary
elements are the fundamental components of a narrative, such as plot,
character, setting, and theme.

Why are literary devices important in poetry?

Literary devices are crucial in poetry as they help convey emotions, create
rhythm, and establish imagery, allowing poets to express complex ideas in a
condensed form.

How can one identify literary devices in a text?

One can identify literary devices by closely reading the text, paying
attention to word choice, patterns, and stylistic techniques, and considering
how they contribute to the overall meaning.
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