what is a logline in script writing

what is a logline in script writing is a fundamental question for anyone involved in the creation of
screenplays or scripts. A logline is a concise, compelling summary of a script’s core story, designed to
capture the essence of the narrative in just one or two sentences. It serves as a vital tool for
screenwriters, producers, and industry professionals to quickly understand the premise and hook of a
script without reading the entire screenplay. Understanding how to craft an effective logline is
essential for pitching stories, securing interest, and guiding the writing process. This article explores
what a logline is in script writing, its purpose, key components, and tips for writing a powerful logline.
Additionally, it will cover common mistakes to avoid and examples of successful loglines to illustrate
best practices.
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Definition and Purpose of a Logline in Script Writing

Alogline is a brief summary that encapsulates the central conflict and intrigue of a script or
screenplay. In the context of script writing, it acts as a snapshot of the story’s core, allowing readers,
producers, or agents to quickly grasp what the script is about. The primary purpose of a logline is to
generate interest and convey the unique selling point of the script in a clear and engaging manner. It
often serves as the first impression in pitching sessions, query letters, and film festival submissions.

Unlike a synopsis or treatment, which provides more detailed story information, the logline is concise
and focused on the essential elements. It highlights the protagonist, their goal, the antagonist or
obstacle, and the stakes involved. This makes it a critical tool not only for marketing a screenplay but
also for helping writers maintain focus on the story’s core throughout the writing process.

Key Components of an Effective Logline

Crafting a compelling logline requires understanding its fundamental components. Each element
plays a crucial role in making the logline both informative and engaging.

Protagonist

The protagonist is the main character whose story the script follows. The logline should briefly



describe who this character is, often highlighting their defining trait or role, which helps the audience
relate to or root for them.

Goal

The goal is what the protagonist wants to achieve. This objective drives the story and defines the
protagonist’s motivation. Including a clear goal in the logline helps clarify the story’s direction.

Obstacle or Antagonist

The obstacle or antagonist represents the challenges or opposition preventing the protagonist from
achieving their goal. This creates conflict, which is essential for drama and tension within the story.

Stakes

Stakes describe what is at risk if the protagonist fails. Including the stakes in a logline raises the
tension and investment for the audience, emphasizing why the story matters.

Genre and Tone (Optional)

Sometimes, indicating the genre or tone within the logline can help set expectations. For example,
labeling a script as a “thrilling sci-fi adventure” or a “heartfelt romantic comedy” can provide
additional context.

 Clear protagonist with a unique trait or role
¢ Specific and compelling goal

» Defined obstacle or antagonist

¢ High stakes to increase tension

e Optional indication of genre or tone

How to Write a Strong Logline

Writing a strong logline involves distilling the essence of the script into a concise and captivating
sentence or two. Following a structured approach can greatly improve the effectiveness of a logline.



Step 1: Identify the Core Story

Begin by pinpointing the main character, their goal, and the central conflict. Focus on the story’s
primary thread and avoid subplots or secondary characters at this stage.

Step 2: Use Clear and Concise Language

A void jargon, complex phrases, or unnecessary details. The logline should be easy to understand and
remember, making it accessible to a broad audience, including industry professionals.

Step 3: Highlight What Makes the Story Unique

Incorporate elements that differentiate the script from others in the same genre. Whether it's an
unusual setting, a surprising twist, or an original character, emphasizing uniqueness helps capture
attention.

Step 4: Keep It Short and Focused

Typically, a logline should be one to two sentences long, roughly 25 to 50 words. This brevity forces
writers to prioritize the most important aspects of the story.

Step 5: Test and Refine

Share the logline with others to gauge their interest and comprehension. Feedback can reveal unclear
parts or opportunities to strengthen the hook. Revise accordingly for maximum impact.

1. Identify protagonist, goal, and conflict
2. Write clearly and concisely

3. Emphasize unique story elements

4. Limit length to one or two sentences

5. Test and refine based on feedback

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Writing Loglines

Even experienced writers can make errors when crafting loglines. Being aware of common pitfalls
helps ensure the logline is effective and professional.



Being Too Vague

Loglines that lack specificity fail to convey the story’s unique elements, making them forgettable or
confusing. Avoid generalities and focus on concrete details.

Including Too Many Details

Overloading a logline with multiple subplots, characters, or backstory can dilute its impact. Keep it
focused on the main plot and central conflict.

Failing to Highlight the Conflict

Conflict drives drama and interest. Omitting the obstacle or antagonist leaves the logline flat and
unengaging.

Using Passive Voice or Weak Language

Strong, active verbs and vivid descriptions create energy and urgency. Passive constructions make
the logline less compelling.

Not Tailoring to the Target Audience

Different genres and industry professionals may expect different emphases. Adjust the logline to suit
the intended reader, whether a producer, agent, or festival programmer.

e Vagueness and lack of specificity
e Too much detail and complexity
e Omitting the central conflict

* Weak or passive language

e |gnoring the target audience’s expectations

Examples of Successful Loglines in Film and Television

Examining well-crafted loglines from popular films and TV shows can provide valuable insight into
what makes a logline effective.



Example 1: "Jaws" (1975)

A small-town sheriff, a marine biologist, and a grizzled fisherman set out to stop a giant man-eating
great white shark terrorizing a summer resort town.

Example 2: "The Matrix" (1999)

A computer hacker discovers that the reality he lives in is a simulated world controlled by machines,
and joins a rebellion to free humanity.

Example 3: "Breaking Bad" (TV Series)
A high school chemistry teacher turned methamphetamine manufacturer partners with a former

student to secure his family’s financial future while battling crime and morality.

Each of these loglines succinctly presents the protagonist, their goal, the conflict, and high stakes,
while hinting at the genre and tone. They demonstrate how to capture attention quickly and
effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a logline in script writing?

Alogline is a brief, one- or two-sentence summary of a script that highlights the main plot, central
conflict, and the protagonist, designed to hook the interest of readers or producers.

Why is a logline important in script writing?

A logline is important because it quickly conveys the essence of the story, making it easier to pitch
the script to producers, agents, or studios and helping to determine if the story has market potential.

How long should a logline be?

A logline should typically be one to two sentences long, concise enough to be delivered in under 30
seconds and clear enough to communicate the core story effectively.

What elements are essential in a good logline?

A good logline includes the protagonist, their goal, the central conflict or obstacle, and often the
stakes or what'’s at risk if the protagonist fails.

Can a logline reveal the ending of the script?

No, a logline should not reveal the ending; it should focus on the premise and conflict to entice
interest without giving away the resolution.



How does a logline differ from a synopsis?

A logline is a brief, catchy summary meant to hook interest, while a synopsis is a longer, detailed
overview of the entire plot, including key events and sometimes the ending.

Who typically uses loglines in the film industry?

Loglines are used by screenwriters, producers, agents, and studio executives to quickly assess and
pitch scripts during development and production processes.

Can a logline help in the scriptwriting process itself?

Yes, creating a logline helps writers clarify their story’s focus and central conflict early on, serving as
a guiding tool throughout the writing process.

Additional Resources

1. Save the Cat! The Last Book on Screenwriting You'll Ever Need by Blake Snyder

This bestselling book introduces the concept of the "logline" as a vital tool in scriptwriting. Blake
Snyder breaks down the elements that make a logline compelling and effective, helping writers pitch
their stories succinctly. The book also provides practical advice on structure and character
development, making it a must-read for aspiring screenwriters.

2. The Anatomy of Story: 22 Steps to Becoming a Master Storyteller by John Truby

John Truby’s book dives deep into story structure and the importance of crafting a strong logline to
encapsulate the essence of your screenplay. It teaches writers how to identify the core conflict and
stakes, which are crucial for a powerful logline. The guide is comprehensive, blending theory with
actionable steps for story development.

3. Writing Screenplays That Sell by Michael Hauge

Michael Hauge emphasizes the significance of a clear and enticing logline early in the scriptwriting
process. This book outlines how a logline can serve as a tool for both marketing your screenplay and
clarifying your story’s focus. It includes tips on how to create loglines that attract producers and
agents.

4. Story: Substance, Structure, Style and the Principles of Screenwriting by Robert McKee

Robert McKee's classic text explores the fundamental principles of storytelling, including the art of
crafting a concise logline. The book teaches writers to identify their story’s core and express it
compellingly, which is essential for an effective logline. It is highly regarded for its deep insights into
narrative structure.

5. Screenplay: The Foundations of Screenwriting by Syd Field

Syd Field is often credited with popularizing the idea of the logline as a pitch tool. This foundational
book explains how a well-crafted logline can clarify your story’s premise and market potential. It
offers practical exercises to help writers distill their ideas into a succinct and engaging logline.

6. The Writer’s Journey: Mythic Structure for Writers by Christopher Vogler
Christopher Vogler's work connects mythic storytelling structures with practical screenwriting
techniques, including the development of a strong logline. The book helps writers understand the



universal appeal of their story, which can be summarized effectively in a logline. It is a valuable
resource for creating compelling pitches and narratives.

7. The Screenwriter’s Bible: A Complete Guide to Writing, Formatting, and Selling Your Script by David
Trottier

David Trottier's comprehensive guide covers all aspects of screenwriting, with a dedicated focus on
crafting effective loglines. The book provides examples and formulas to help writers create clear and
marketable loglines that capture the essence of their scripts. It is widely used by both beginners and
professionals.

8. Pitching Your Story Successfully: How to Write a Logline, Synopsis, and Treatment by Michael
Hauge

This book specifically targets the art of pitching, with detailed guidance on writing loglines that sell.
Michael Hauge offers step-by-step instructions for summarizing your story’s core in a way that grabs
attention and generates interest. It is an essential resource for writers preparing to present their
screenplays.

9. Loglines That Sell: Crafting Your Story’s Perfect One-Liner by Ken Miyamoto

Ken Miyamoto focuses exclusively on the logline, breaking down what makes a logline effective and
marketable. The book includes numerous examples and exercises to help writers hone their pitch in a
single sentence. It is a practical manual for anyone looking to master the art of the logline in
scriptwriting.
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