
wendell berry practice resurrection

Wendell Berry's "Practice Resurrection" is a compelling exploration of the themes of life, death, and the
intricacies of human relationships with the land and each other. Berry, a celebrated American poet, novelist,
environmental activist, and farmer, weaves together personal narrative, philosophy, and social commentary in
ways that challenge readers to contemplate their place in the world. This article delves into the essence of
Berry's work, particularly focusing on his seminal piece, "Practice Resurrection," and its implications on
individual and communal levels.

Understanding "Practice Resurrection"

Published in 1998 as part of Berry's collection of essays, "Practice Resurrection" is not only a title but a
call to action. The phrase signifies a deep, spiritual awakening and a commitment to living in a way that honors
both the past and the future. Berry draws on his experiences in Port Royal, Kentucky, where he has lived for
decades, to illustrate the interconnectedness of life, land, and community.

The Concept of Resurrection

In Berry's view, resurrection is not merely a religious concept but an everyday practice that involves:

1. Reconnecting with the land: Understanding the cycles of nature and the importance of sustainable farming.
2. Cultivating relationships: Nurturing connections with family, friends, and community.
3. Embracing simplicity: Finding joy and fulfillment in the simple pleasures of life.
4. Acknowledging mortality: Accepting death as a natural part of life, which deepens appreciation for
existence.

Through these practices, individuals can cultivate a sense of purpose and belonging, thereby fostering a more
profound connection to the world around them.

The Interplay of Life and Death

One of the most poignant aspects of "Practice Resurrection" is its exploration of the themes of life and death.
Berry reflects on the inevitability of death, noting its role as a transformative force. He emphasizes that death
should not be feared but understood as a part of the natural cycle, allowing for renewal and growth.

Lessons from Nature

Berry often turns to nature for lessons about life and death. He observes the changing seasons, the death of
winter giving way to the rebirth of spring, and draws parallels to human experiences. This cyclical
understanding of existence reinforces the idea that, much like nature, humans are part of a larger whole.

Community and Connection

Central to Berry's philosophy is the idea that individuals are not isolated beings but part of a larger
community. "Practice Resurrection" advocates for a return to localism and a focus on community ties. Berry
argues that strong communities are essential for personal and collective well-being.



The Role of Agriculture

Berry, a farmer himself, often emphasizes the importance of agriculture in building community. He believes that
local, sustainable farming practices not only support the environment but also foster relationships among
community members. By working together on the land, individuals can develop a shared purpose, creating bonds
that transcend individual differences.

Reviving Traditions

In "Practice Resurrection," Berry also discusses the significance of reviving and maintaining cultural traditions
that connect people to their history and to each other. This revival is not merely nostalgic but serves as a
foundation for building resilient communities. By honoring traditions, communities can cultivate a sense of
identity and continuity, which is crucial for navigating the challenges of modern life.

Spiritual Dimensions

Berry's work often intersects with spiritual themes, and "Practice Resurrection" is no exception. He invites
readers to consider the spiritual implications of their actions and choices.

The Sacredness of Life

Berry posits that life is sacred and that recognizing this sacredness can lead to a more profound sense of
responsibility toward the earth and its inhabitants. He encourages individuals to approach life with reverence,
acknowledging the interconnectedness of all beings. This perspective fosters a sense of stewardship for the
environment, urging readers to consider how their choices impact the world around them.

Living with Intention

Berry's call to "practice resurrection" is ultimately a call to live with intention. He challenges readers to
examine their daily lives and consider how they can embody the values of renewal, connection, and stewardship.
This intentional living requires self-reflection and a commitment to making choices that align with one's values
and the well-being of the community.

The Impact of "Practice Resurrection"

Since its publication, "Practice Resurrection" has resonated with a diverse audience, including
environmentalists, spiritual seekers, and those yearning for a deeper connection to their roots. Berry's
eloquent prose and profound insights have inspired many to reconsider their relationship with the land, their
communities, and themselves.

Encouraging Sustainable Practices

Berry's emphasis on sustainable agriculture has spurred a renewed interest in local farming and ecological
practices. Many readers have taken his call to heart, engaging in community-supported agriculture (CSA)
programs, organic farming, and permaculture initiatives. These efforts reflect a growing awareness of the



environmental crisis and the need for responsible stewardship of the land.

Fostering Community Engagement

The themes in "Practice Resurrection" have also encouraged individuals to become more involved in their
communities. From participating in local governance to supporting neighborhood initiatives, readers are inspired
to take an active role in shaping their environments. This sense of agency is essential for building resilient
communities that can withstand the challenges of modern life.

Conclusion

Wendell Berry's "Practice Resurrection" serves as a powerful reminder of the interconnectedness of life, death,
and community. By advocating for a return to our roots, a commitment to sustainable practices, and a
reverence for the sacredness of life, Berry challenges readers to live with intention and purpose. His work
encourages us to embrace the cycles of nature, nurture our relationships, and become stewards of the land we
inhabit.

In a world increasingly disconnected from nature and each other, Berry's message is more relevant than ever.
"Practice Resurrection" is not just a call to action; it is an invitation to engage deeply with the world,
fostering a life that honors both our individual journeys and our collective existence. Through this practice,
we can cultivate a sense of belonging and purpose, ultimately leading to a more harmonious relationship with
ourselves, our communities, and the earth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Wendell Berry's 'Practice Resurrection'?

The central theme of 'Practice Resurrection' revolves around the ideas of renewal, community, and the
interconnectedness of life, emphasizing the importance of living in harmony with nature and each other.

How does Wendell Berry explore the concept of stewardship in 'Practice
Resurrection'?

Wendell Berry explores stewardship in 'Practice Resurrection' by highlighting the responsibility humans have to
care for the land and the environment, advocating for sustainable practices that nurture both the earth and
local communities.

In what ways does Berry's writing style in 'Practice Resurrection' reflect
his philosophical beliefs?

Berry's writing style in 'Practice Resurrection' is characterized by lyrical prose and deep reflection, mirroring
his philosophical beliefs in the importance of contemplation, simplicity, and a profound connection to the
natural world.

What role does community play in 'Practice Resurrection'?

Community plays a crucial role in 'Practice Resurrection' as Berry emphasizes the significance of social bonds,
mutual support, and collective responsibility in fostering resilience and healing within both individuals and the
environment.



How does 'Practice Resurrection' relate to contemporary environmental
issues?

'Practice Resurrection' relates to contemporary environmental issues by urging readers to recognize the urgent
need for ecological restoration, advocating for a shift in perspective towards sustainable living and the
importance of nurturing the planet for future generations.

What are some key symbols used in 'Practice Resurrection' and their
meanings?

Key symbols in 'Practice Resurrection' include the earth, which represents life and sustenance, and the act of
planting, symbolizing hope and renewal. These symbols underscore the themes of regeneration and the cyclical
nature of existence.
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