
what do paralegals study

what do paralegals study is a question often asked by individuals interested in entering the legal

support profession. Paralegals play a crucial role in assisting lawyers by conducting research, drafting

documents, and managing case files. To perform these tasks effectively, paralegals must acquire a

solid foundation in various legal subjects as well as practical skills related to the legal system. This

article explores the comprehensive curriculum and key areas of study that prepare paralegals for their

responsibilities. Understanding what paralegals study helps clarify the scope of their expertise and the

knowledge necessary to succeed in the field. The following sections cover core legal topics,

specialized areas, essential skills, and educational pathways. These insights provide a thorough

overview of paralegal education and training.

Core Legal Subjects Studied by Paralegals

Specialized Areas of Paralegal Study

Essential Practical Skills for Paralegals

Educational Pathways and Certification

Core Legal Subjects Studied by Paralegals

Paralegals study a range of fundamental legal subjects that form the backbone of their understanding

of the law and legal procedures. These core areas provide the necessary knowledge to assist

attorneys in various legal matters and ensure accurate and efficient case handling.



Introduction to Law and Legal Systems

One of the first areas paralegals study is an introduction to the law, which includes understanding the

structure of the legal system, sources of law, and the roles of different legal professionals. This

foundational knowledge helps paralegals navigate the complexities of legal environments and

comprehend how laws are applied in practice.

Legal Research and Writing

Legal research and writing are essential skills for paralegals. Students learn how to locate, analyze,

and summarize case law, statutes, and regulations using legal databases and traditional resources.

Additionally, they develop the ability to draft clear and precise legal documents such as memoranda,

briefs, and correspondence.

Civil Litigation and Procedure

Understanding the processes involved in civil litigation is a critical subject for paralegals. This includes

studying the stages of a lawsuit, from pleadings and discovery to trial and appeal. Knowledge of

procedural rules and court requirements enables paralegals to assist lawyers effectively during

litigation.

Contracts and Business Law

Paralegal studies often cover contract law principles, including the formation, interpretation, and

enforcement of agreements. Business law topics may include corporate structures, agency

relationships, and commercial transactions, which prepare paralegals to work in corporate legal

departments or with transactional attorneys.



Criminal Law and Procedure

Courses in criminal law provide paralegals with an understanding of criminal offenses, defenses, and

the criminal justice process. This knowledge is vital for those working with criminal defense or

prosecution teams, allowing them to assist with case preparation and legal documentation.

Specialized Areas of Paralegal Study

Beyond core subjects, paralegal education often includes specialized topics tailored to specific areas of

legal practice. These specializations allow paralegals to develop expertise in particular fields and

increase their value to employers.

Family Law

Family law covers legal matters such as divorce, child custody, adoption, and domestic violence.

Paralegals studying this area learn how to prepare family court documents, manage case files, and

support attorneys during hearings and negotiations.

Real Estate Law

Real estate law involves the study of property transactions, leases, mortgages, and zoning regulations.

Paralegals in this specialization assist with title searches, drafting contracts, and coordinating closings,

requiring detailed knowledge of real estate documentation and procedures.

Estate Planning and Probate

Paralegals focusing on estate planning and probate law learn about wills, trusts, powers of attorney,

and the administration of estates. This area demands familiarity with legal forms and processes related

to the transfer of assets and estate management.



Corporate Law

Corporate law specialization involves studying company formation, compliance, mergers and

acquisitions, and corporate governance. Paralegals in this field assist with regulatory filings,

maintaining corporate records, and preparing transactional documents.

Essential Practical Skills for Paralegals

In addition to legal knowledge, paralegals study various practical skills essential for day-to-day work in

law offices and legal departments. These competencies ensure that paralegals can effectively support

attorneys and manage client matters.

Legal Technology and Software

Proficiency in legal technology is increasingly important for paralegals. Training often includes

instruction on case management software, electronic discovery tools, document management systems,

and legal billing applications.

Communication and Interpersonal Skills

Effective communication is critical in legal settings. Paralegals learn how to interact professionally with

clients, attorneys, court personnel, and opposing counsel. Written and oral communication skills are

emphasized to ensure clarity and accuracy.

Ethics and Professional Responsibility

Paralegals study the ethical standards governing legal professionals, including confidentiality, conflict

of interest, and unauthorized practice of law. Understanding these principles helps maintain the

integrity of the legal process and protects client interests.



Time Management and Organization

Managing multiple cases and deadlines requires strong organizational skills. Paralegal education

includes training in prioritizing tasks, maintaining detailed records, and efficiently handling

administrative duties.

Educational Pathways and Certification

The study of what paralegals study also encompasses the various educational routes and professional

certifications available in the field. These options provide formal recognition of expertise and can

enhance career opportunities.

Degree and Certificate Programs

Paralegal education is offered through associate degrees, bachelor's degrees, and certificate

programs. Associate degrees typically provide a comprehensive study of legal topics, while certificate

programs focus on specific skills for those with prior education or experience.

Accreditation and Curriculum Standards

Many paralegal programs seek accreditation from organizations such as the American Bar Association

(ABA), which sets curriculum standards to ensure quality education and relevance to legal practice.

Professional Certification

After completing formal education, paralegals may pursue certification through bodies like the National

Association of Legal Assistants (NALA) or the National Federation of Paralegal Associations (NFPA).

Certification validates knowledge and may require passing an exam and meeting experience

requirements.



Continuing Education

Ongoing education is important for paralegals to stay updated on legal developments and changes in

regulations. Many professional organizations offer seminars, workshops, and courses for continuing

legal education (CLE).

Associate Degree in Paralegal Studies

Bachelor’s Degree with Paralegal Concentration

Certificate Programs for Career Changers

National and State Paralegal Certifications

Continuing Legal Education Opportunities

Frequently Asked Questions

What subjects do paralegals typically study in their education?

Paralegals typically study subjects such as legal research, legal writing, litigation, contracts, torts,

criminal law, civil procedure, ethics, and various areas of substantive law like family law, corporate law,

and real estate law.

Do paralegals need to study law in a formal degree program?

While paralegals do not need to obtain a law degree, they usually complete a paralegal studies

program or an associate's or bachelor's degree with a focus on paralegal or legal studies, which

covers essential legal principles and practical skills.



How important is legal research in paralegal studies?

Legal research is a fundamental part of paralegal studies. Paralegals learn how to locate statutes,

case law, regulations, and legal precedents to assist attorneys in preparing cases and providing

accurate legal information.

Do paralegals study legal ethics as part of their curriculum?

Yes, paralegals study legal ethics to understand the professional responsibilities, confidentiality

requirements, and ethical boundaries necessary to support attorneys while complying with legal

standards.

Are there specialized areas of law that paralegals focus on during their

studies?

Paralegal programs often allow students to specialize or take elective courses in areas such as

corporate law, criminal law, family law, intellectual property, environmental law, or immigration law

depending on their career interests.

What practical skills do paralegals learn during their studies?

Paralegals develop practical skills including drafting legal documents, organizing case files, client

interviewing, trial preparation, managing deadlines, and using legal technology and databases.

Can paralegal studies prepare students for certification exams?

Yes, many paralegal programs are designed to prepare students for certification exams such as the

Certified Paralegal (CP) or Professional Paralegal (PP) exams, which can enhance job prospects and

professional credibility.



Additional Resources

1. Fundamentals of Paralegal Studies

This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the paralegal profession, covering essential legal

concepts, terminology, and procedures. It provides students with a solid foundation in areas such as

legal research, writing, ethics, and the litigation process. The text is designed to prepare aspiring

paralegals for entry-level positions and certification exams.

2. Legal Research and Writing for Paralegals

Focused on developing effective research and writing skills, this book guides paralegal students

through the process of finding, analyzing, and presenting legal information. It includes practical

exercises and examples to help readers produce clear and concise legal documents. The book also

explores citation formats and how to use online legal databases.

3. Introduction to Litigation

This title provides a detailed overview of the litigation process from the perspective of a paralegal.

Topics include pleadings, discovery, trial preparation, and post-trial procedures. The book emphasizes

the paralegal’s role in supporting attorneys and managing case files efficiently.

4. Ethics and Professional Responsibility for Paralegals

Ethics is a crucial aspect of paralegal work, and this book examines the standards and rules governing

professional conduct. It discusses confidentiality, conflicts of interest, unauthorized practice of law, and

ethical dilemmas commonly faced by paralegals. Real-world scenarios and case studies help readers

understand the importance of integrity in the legal field.

5. Contracts and the Paralegal

This book explores contract law principles relevant to paralegals, including contract formation,

enforcement, and breach. It teaches students how to draft, review, and analyze various types of

contracts. The text also covers remedies and dispute resolution methods related to contract issues.

6. Criminal Law and Procedure for Paralegals

Offering an introduction to criminal law, this book covers key concepts such as criminal offenses,



defenses, and the criminal justice system. It explains the paralegal’s role in assisting with

investigations, preparing case files, and supporting attorneys during trials. The book also addresses

constitutional protections and procedural rules.

7. Family Law Fundamentals

This title focuses on the area of family law, covering topics like marriage, divorce, child custody, and

adoption. Paralegals learn how to prepare legal documents, conduct client interviews, and manage

case files related to family law matters. The book emphasizes sensitivity and professionalism in

dealing with emotionally charged cases.

8. Real Estate Law for Paralegals

Real estate transactions involve complex legal procedures, and this book equips paralegal students

with the knowledge to navigate them. Topics include property ownership, contracts, financing, title

searches, and closings. The text also addresses zoning laws and landlord-tenant relationships.

9. Business Organizations and Paralegal Practice

This book examines various types of business entities such as corporations, partnerships, and limited

liability companies. It guides paralegals in preparing organizational documents, maintaining corporate

records, and understanding regulatory compliance. The text is ideal for those interested in corporate

law and transactional work.
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