west virginia historical society

West Virginia Historical Society is an organization dedicated to preserving and promoting
the cultural heritage of West Virginia. Founded in 1869, the society plays a crucial role in
documenting the state's history, advocating for historical education, and providing
resources for researchers, educators, and the general public. This article will delve into the
society's origins, its contributions to West Virginia’s historical narrative, its programs and
resources, and its ongoing significance in the community.

Origins and Mission of the West Virginia
Historical Society

The West Virginia Historical Society was established shortly after the state was formed in
1863. The idea was to create a repository for historical documents, artifacts, and to foster a
sense of history among West Virginians. The society's mission has always been to collect,
preserve, and interpret the historical records of the state, placing a strong emphasis on the
importance of local history.

Founding Members and Early Activities

The founding members of the West Virginia Historical Society were prominent figures who
recognized the need for a dedicated organization to document the state’s unique history.
This included:

1. Historical Preservation: The society began by collecting documents, manuscripts, and
artifacts from the early days of the state.

2. Publications: The society initiated the publication of historical papers and bulletins that
provided insights into West Virginia's past, including its role in the Civil War and industrial
development.

3. Educational Outreach: Early on, the society hosted lectures and discussions to educate
the public about West Virginia's history.

Contributions to West Virginia’s Historical
Narrative

The West Virginia Historical Society has made significant contributions to understanding
and interpreting the complex history of the state. These contributions can be categorized
into several key areas:



Research and Documentation

- Archival Collections: The society has amassed a vast collection of documents,
photographs, and artifacts that illustrate the diverse history of West Virginia. This includes
records related to:

- Indigenous peoples

- Colonial settlement

- Civil War history

- Industrialization and labor movements

- Cultural heritage, including music and folklore

- Historical Research: The society encourages academic research and provides resources
for historians and researchers interested in West Virginia's past.

Publications and Scholarly Work

One of the primary functions of the West Virginia Historical Society has been the publication
of scholarly works that contribute to the understanding of state history. This includes:

1. West Virginia History Journal: Established as a platform for scholarly articles, this journal
covers a wide range of topics related to the state's history.

2. Books and Monographs: The society has published numerous books that explore various
aspects of West Virginia's history, including biographies of notable figures and accounts of
significant events.

Programs and Educational Outreach

The West Virginia Historical Society is committed to educating the public and fostering
appreciation for the state's heritage through various programs and initiatives.

Workshops and Conferences

The society organizes workshops and conferences aimed at history educators, students,
and the general public. These events often feature:

- Expert Speakers: Scholars and historians present on relevant topics, sharing their
research and insights.

- Hands-On Activities: Workshops may include guided activities focused on archival
research, genealogy, or historical interpretation.

- Networking Opportunities: These events allow attendees to connect with others who share
an interest in history and preservation.



Community Engagement and Events

The society actively engages with the community through events that celebrate West
Virginia’s rich history. Key activities include:

1. Historical Reenactments: These events bring history to life by reenacting significant
events from West Virginia's past, allowing the public to experience history in an immersive
manner.

2. Field Trips and Tours: The society organizes tours of historical sites throughout the state,
offering educational experiences for schools and community groups.

3. Heritage Festivals: These festivals celebrate the cultural diversity of West Virginia,
highlighting traditions, crafts, and foods that have shaped the state’s identity.

Resources for Researchers and Educators

The West Virginia Historical Society provides a wealth of resources for those interested in
exploring the state's history further.

Research Library and Archives

The society's research library is an invaluable resource for historians, students, and
genealogists. It includes:

- Primary Source Materials: Access to original documents, letters, newspapers, and
photographs that provide firsthand accounts of historical events.

- Genealogical Resources: A collection of resources for those tracing their family history in
West Virginia, including census records, birth and death certificates, and family histories.
- Digital Collections: Many materials have been digitized and are available online, making
them accessible to a broader audience.

Educational Resources for Teachers

The society recognizes the importance of history education in schools and provides
numerous resources for teachers, including:

1. Curriculum Guides: Developed to align with state educational standards, these guides
help educators incorporate West Virginia history into their teaching.

2. Classroom Materials: The society offers access to lesson plans, activities, and primary
source documents that can be used in the classroom.

3. Professional Development: Workshops and training sessions for teachers to enhance
their understanding of West Virginia history and effective teaching strategies.



Ongoing Significance in the Community

The West Virginia Historical Society continues to play a vital role in promoting historical
awareness and education in the state. Its efforts have not only preserved the past but also
fostered a sense of identity and pride among West Virginians.

Advocacy for Historical Preservation

The society advocates for the preservation of historical sites and landmarks throughout
West Virginia. This advocacy includes:

- Collaboration with Local Organizations: Partnering with local historical societies and
preservation groups to promote regional history.

- Legislative Advocacy: Engaging in efforts to secure funding and support for historical
preservation initiatives at the state level.

Future Directions

Looking ahead, the West Virginia Historical Society is committed to expanding its reach and
enhancing its programs. Future initiatives may include:

1. Increased Digitization Efforts: Expanding digital collections to make historical resources
more accessible to a global audience.

2. Expanded Community Programs: Developing new programs that engage diverse
communities and highlight lesser-known aspects of West Virginia’s history.

3. Sustainability Initiatives: Focusing on sustainable practices in historical preservation and
education to ensure the society's longevity and impact.

In conclusion, the West Virginia Historical Society stands as a pillar of historical
preservation and education in the state. Its ongoing work to document, interpret, and
celebrate the rich tapestry of West Virginia’s past ensures that future generations will
continue to appreciate and learn from the state’s unique history. Through its programs,
resources, and advocacy, the society not only enriches the lives of West Virginians but also
contributes to the broader understanding of American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary mission of the West Virginia
Historical Society?

The primary mission of the West Virginia Historical Society is to preserve and promote the
state's rich history and cultural heritage through research, education, and community
engagement.



How can | become a member of the West Virginia
Historical Society?

You can become a member of the West Virginia Historical Society by visiting their official
website and filling out the membership application form, which typically includes a
membership fee.

What types of events does the West Virginia Historical
Society organize?

The West Virginia Historical Society organizes a variety of events including lectures,
workshops, historical reenactments, and community outreach programs to engage the
public in local history.

Where is the West Virginia Historical Society located?

The West Virginia Historical Society is located in Charleston, West Virginia, but it also has
resources and events throughout the state.

What resources does the West Virginia Historical
Society provide to researchers?

The West Virginia Historical Society provides access to a vast collection of historical
documents, photographs, maps, and artifacts, as well as research assistance for individuals
studying West Virginia's history.

Are there any educational programs offered by the
West Virginia Historical Society?

Yes, the West Virginia Historical Society offers educational programs for schools, including
field trips, classroom resources, and workshops designed to teach students about the
state's history.

How does the West Virginia Historical Society support
local history projects?

The West Virginia Historical Society supports local history projects through grants,
partnerships, and by providing resources and expertise to help communities document and
preserve their historical narratives.

Can | volunteer with the West Virginia Historical
Society?

Yes, the West Virginia Historical Society welcomes volunteers who are interested in helping
with various projects, events, and research activities. Interested individuals can inquire
about volunteer opportunities through their website.



What is the significance of the West Virginia Historical
Society in the community?

The West Virginia Historical Society plays a significant role in the community by fostering
historical awareness, preserving cultural heritage, and providing educational opportunities
that enhance understanding of the state's unique history.

What are some notable exhibits or collections of the
West Virginia Historical Society?

Notable exhibits and collections of the West Virginia Historical Society include artifacts from
the Civil War, Native American history, and the state's industrial heritage, showcasing the
diverse historical narratives of West Virginia.
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