what does the bible say about
homosexuality

what does the bible say about homosexuality is a question that has been the
subject of extensive theological debate and interpretation throughout
history. This topic involves examining various passages from the 0ld and New
Testaments to understand the biblical perspective on homosexual behavior and
relationships. The discussion often includes the cultural and historical
contexts of the scriptures, the original language meanings, and differing
denominational views within Christianity. Understanding what the Bible says
about homosexuality requires careful analysis of key verses, theological
interpretations, and how these texts have been applied in religious
teachings. This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of biblical
references related to homosexuality, explore traditional and contemporary
interpretations, and highlight the broader implications for faith
communities. Below is a detailed examination of the scriptures and
theological perspectives regarding this topic.
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Biblical Passages Referencing Homosexuality

Exploring what the Bible says about homosexuality begins with identifying the
specific passages that mention or are interpreted to address same-sex
relationships. Certain verses in both the 0ld and New Testaments have
traditionally been cited in discussions on this subject. These passages are
often analyzed in their original Hebrew and Greek contexts to understand
their intended meaning and application. The most commonly referenced
scriptures include passages from Leviticus, Genesis, Romans, Corinthians, and
Timothy. Each of these offers different perspectives and has been interpreted
variously across Christian denominations.

Key Verses in the 0ld Testament

The 0ld Testament contains several passages considered relevant to the



discussion of homosexuality. The primary texts include Leviticus 18:22 and
20:13, which explicitly prohibit male same-sex relations. Additionally, the
story of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19 is frequently referenced, often
interpreted as condemning homosexual acts.

New Testament References

The New Testament contains passages that address sexual morality, including
those that mention homosexual behavior. Notable verses include Romans
1:26-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, and 1 Timothy 1:9-10. These texts are crucial
for understanding the Christian doctrinal stance on homosexuality as they
reflect early Christian teachings and apostolic instructions.

Old Testament Perspectives

The 0ld Testament provides the foundation for many traditional views on
homosexuality within Christianity. The laws and narratives found in this
section of the Bible reflect the cultural and religious context of ancient
Israel and its neighbors. These texts are often interpreted as defining
sexual ethics and prohibitions relevant to the Israelite covenant community.

Levitical Laws on Sexual Conduct

Leviticus 18:22 states, "You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is
an abomination." Similarly, Leviticus 20:13 prescribes severe penalties for
such acts. These verses are part of the Holiness Code, which outlines
behaviors considered impure or forbidden for the Israelites. The language
used in these laws is strong, indicating a clear prohibition of male
homosexual acts within the community.

The Story of Sodom and Gomorrah

Genesis 19 recounts the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, often cited in
discussions about homosexuality. While traditional interpretations link the
cities' sin to homosexual acts, recent scholarship suggests the narrative
primarily condemns inhospitality, violence, and other social injustices. The
complexity of this passage has led to diverse interpretations regarding its
relevance to homosexuality.

New Testament Teachings

The New Testament writings provide additional insights into early Christian
attitudes toward homosexuality. These texts are significant because they
reflect the teachings of Jesus' apostles and the early church, which shaped



Christian moral and ethical standards.

Pauline Epistles on Sexual Morality

Romans 1:26-27 is one of the most frequently cited passages concerning
homosexuality. In this passage, Paul describes same-sex relations as
unnatural and a result of turning away from God. Similarly, 1 Corinthians
6:9-10 lists "men who have sex with men" among those who will not inherit the
kingdom of God. These verses have been interpreted as clear condemnations of
homosexual behavior.

Other New Testament References

1 Timothy 1:9-10 includes terms that have been translated to refer to
homosexual acts among other sins. The exact meaning of the Greek words used
has been debated, with some scholars arguing for broader interpretations.
Nonetheless, these passages contribute to the New Testament's overall stance
on sexual ethics.

Theological Interpretations and Debates

Interpretations of what the Bible says about homosexuality vary widely among
theologians, denominations, and scholars. This diversity arises from
differences in hermeneutics, cultural contexts, and evolving understandings
of sexuality. Theological debates often focus on the meaning of key biblical
terms, the relevance of ancient laws today, and the application of scriptural
principles in modern contexts.

Traditional Interpretations

Traditional Christian theology generally holds that the Bible condemns
homosexual acts as sinful. This view emphasizes the authority of scripture
and the holiness codes, interpreting biblical prohibitions as timeless moral
laws. Proponents argue that sexual relations are intended by God to occur
only within heterosexual marriage.

Progressive and Affirming Perspectives

Some contemporary theologians and denominations adopt a more inclusive
approach, suggesting that biblical texts have been misunderstood or
mistranslated. They argue for interpretations that consider historical
context, the original languages, and the overarching biblical themes of love
and justice. These perspectives often affirm committed same-sex relationships
as compatible with Christian faith.



Common Hermeneutical Approaches

Hermeneutics, or the method of interpreting scripture, plays a crucial role
in the debate. Approaches include:

e Literal Interpretation: Viewing biblical prohibitions as direct commands
applicable today.

e Contextual Interpretation: Considering historical and cultural contexts
to understand the intent behind the texts.

e Thematic Interpretation: Emphasizing broader biblical themes such as
love, covenant, and justice over specific prohibitions.

Contemporary Christian Views on Homosexuality

The question of what the Bible says about homosexuality continues to
influence Christian communities worldwide. Different denominations and faith
groups hold varying positions, affecting church policies, pastoral care, and
public discourse.

Denominational Positions

Christian denominations range in their teachings from strict opposition to
full acceptance of same-sex relationships and clergy. Some maintain
traditional teachings, while others have adapted their doctrines to be more
inclusive and affirming.

Impact on Church and Society

The ongoing debate affects not only church doctrine but also societal
attitudes toward LGBTQ+ individuals. Many churches engage in conversations
about inclusion, marriage, and the role of LGBTQ+ members within the faith
community. These discussions often reflect broader cultural shifts and the
challenges of reconciling ancient texts with modern understandings of
sexuality.

Pastoral and Ethical Considerations

Pastoral care approaches vary, with some churches emphasizing reconciliation
and support while upholding traditional teachings, and others promoting full
acceptance and affirmation. Ethical considerations include the dignity and
rights of individuals, the integrity of biblical teachings, and the mission
of the church in a diverse society.



Frequently Asked Questions

What does the Bible say about homosexuality in the
Old Testament?

In the 0ld Testament, passages such as Leviticus 18:22 and Leviticus 20:13
explicitly describe homosexual acts as forbidden, labeling them as detestable
or an abomination within the context of the Israelite laws.

How does the New Testament address homosexuality?

The New Testament references homosexuality in passages like Romans 1:26-27, 1
Corinthians 6:9-10, and 1 Timothy 1:10, often portraying homosexual behavior
as sinful or contrary to God's design for human relationships.

Are there any biblical interpretations that support
LGBTQ+ inclusion?

Some theologians and Christian denominations interpret the Bible's messages
of love, grace, and justice as supportive of LGBTQ+ inclusion, arguing that
the traditional condemnations refer to specific historical contexts and not
committed, loving same-sex relationships.

Does the Bible differentiate between homosexual
orientation and behavior?

The Bible primarily addresses behavior rather than orientation. It does not
explicitly mention sexual orientation as understood today, focusing instead
on actions and moral conduct within its cultural and historical context.

How do different Christian denominations view
homosexuality based on the Bible?

Christian denominations vary widely: some hold to a traditional
interpretation viewing homosexual acts as sinful, while others affirm LGBTQ+
identities and relationships, emphasizing themes of love and acceptance in
the Bible.

Additional Resources

1. God and the Gay Christian: The Biblical Case in Support of Same-Sex
Relationships

This book by Matthew Vines offers a thoughtful and well-researched
perspective on the Bible's teachings about homosexuality. Vines challenges
traditional interpretations and argues that the Bible, when understood in its
historical and cultural context, does not condemn loving, committed same-sex



relationships. The book is aimed at both Christians and those curious about
the intersection of faith and sexuality.

2. Homosexuality and the Bible: Two Views

Edited by Dan 0. Via and Robert A.J. Gagnon, this book presents two
contrasting perspectives on what the Bible says about homosexuality. One
author argues that the Bible condemns homosexual behavior, while the other
offers a more affirming interpretation. It's a useful resource for readers
seeking a balanced debate on this complex topic.

3. Unclobber: Rethinking Our Misuse of the Bible on Homosexuality

By Colby Martin, this book examines the commonly cited biblical passages used
to condemn homosexuality. Martin explores the original language and cultural
contexts and suggests that these verses have been misunderstood or
misapplied. The book encourages readers to reconsider traditional views and
embrace a more inclusive Christian faith.

4. The Bible and Homosexual Practice: Texts and Hermeneutics

Written by Robert A.J. Gagnon, a leading conservative scholar, this book
provides a detailed and thorough analysis of the biblical texts related to
homosexuality. Gagnon argues from a traditional standpoint that the Bible
does not support homosexual behavior. The book is highly academic and often
referenced in theological discussions.

5. Is God Anti-Gay? The Bible and Homosexuality

By Sam Allberry, this book addresses common questions about what the Bible
says regarding homosexuality from a Christian perspective. Allberry, who
identifies as gay but holds to a traditional Christian view of sexual ethics,
offers pastoral insight and biblical teaching. It is aimed at believers
seeking clarity and compassion on the subject.

6. Jesus, the Bible, and Homosexuality: Explode the Myths, Heal the Church
Jack Rogers and James A. Rogers co-author this book to challenge the
traditional condemnation of homosexuality in Christian churches. They argue
that the Bible has been misinterpreted and that Jesus' message is one of love
and inclusion. The book encourages a re-examination of scripture to promote
healing and acceptance.

7. Queer Theology: Beyond Apologetics

By Linn Marie Tonstad, this work explores the intersection of queer theory
and Christian theology, including biblical perspectives on homosexuality.
Tonstad critiques traditional readings and advocates for a theology that
affirms LGBTQ+ identities. The book is scholarly and pushes the boundaries of
conventional biblical interpretation.

8. God, Marriage, and Family: Rebuilding the Biblical Foundation

By Andreas J. Kostenberger and David W. Jones, this book discusses biblical
teachings on marriage and sexuality, including homosexuality, from a
conservative evangelical viewpoint. The authors defend traditional marriage
as between one man and one woman, grounded in scripture. It serves as a
resource for those interested in biblical ethics and family theology.



9. Transforming: The Bible and the Lives of Transgender Christians

By Austen Hartke, while focusing primarily on transgender experiences, this
book also addresses broader questions about queer identities and biblical
interpretation. Hartke offers a compassionate and affirming perspective on
how the Bible speaks to LGBTQ+ individuals. It is an important resource for
understanding inclusivity in Christian faith communities.
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