
what does the what does the fox say

what does the what does the fox say is a phrase that gained widespread popularity due to a viral song and
video, sparking curiosity about the actual sounds foxes make. This expression has transcended internet
culture to become a point of interest in both popular media and animal behavior studies. Understanding
what a fox actually says involves exploring the biological and ecological aspects of fox vocalizations, as well
as the cultural impact of the phrase. This article delves into the sounds foxes produce, the reasons behind
these vocalizations, and the influence of the viral phenomenon on public perception. Additionally, it
examines how fox communication compares to other animals and the scientific explanations behind their
unique calls. The following sections provide an in-depth exploration of these topics to satisfy both casual
curiosity and academic interest.

Origins of the Phrase "What Does the Fox Say"

Biology and Behavior of Fox Vocalizations

Types of Fox Sounds and Their Meanings

Cultural Impact and Popularity of the Viral Song

Scientific Insights into Fox Communication

Origins of the Phrase "What Does the Fox Say"
The phrase "what does the fox say" became widely recognized after the release of a viral novelty song by
the Norwegian comedy duo Ylvis in 2013. The song humorously speculates about the sounds a fox might
make, filling a gap in the common knowledge about animal vocalizations. Before this, many people were
familiar with the sounds of domestic and farm animals but less so with wild foxes. The song’s catchy tune
and quirky lyrics brought attention to this question, making it a pop culture phenomenon. The phrase itself
is now synonymous with curiosity about fox behavior and sound production.

Historical Context of Fox Sounds in Culture
Historically, foxes have been featured in folklore and literature, often symbolizing cunning and
intelligence. However, their vocalizations were rarely a focus. The natural sounds of foxes were known
primarily to hunters, wildlife enthusiasts, and biologists. The absence of a widely recognized vocalization
made the phrase "what does the fox say" a natural expression of public curiosity.



The Viral Song by Ylvis
Ylvis's song titled "The Fox (What Does the Fox Say?)" creatively imagines various sounds the animal
might produce, ranging from whimsical to absurd. Its unexpected popularity thrust the question into the
spotlight and encouraged many to seek factual answers about fox communication. The video has amassed
hundreds of millions of views, amplifying the phrase's reach globally.

Biology and Behavior of Fox Vocalizations
Foxes are members of the Canidae family and exhibit a wide range of vocal behaviors used in
communication. Their vocalizations serve various purposes such as mating calls, territorial warnings, and
social interactions. Understanding what does the what does the fox say involves examining these sounds
within the context of fox biology and behavior. Fox vocalizations are more diverse than many people
realize, encompassing barks, screams, howls, and other unique noises.

Fox Anatomy Relevant to Vocalization
The anatomy of a fox’s vocal cords and larynx allows for a variety of sounds. Foxes can modulate pitch and
tone to convey different messages. This biological capability is crucial for survival, enabling foxes to
communicate effectively within their social groups and in response to environmental stimuli.

Behavioral Contexts of Fox Sounds
Fox vocalizations are closely tied to specific behavioral contexts. For example, during mating season, foxes
produce high-pitched screams to attract mates. Territorial calls help maintain spacing between individuals,
reducing conflicts. Additionally, pups use distinct sounds to communicate needs to their mothers.

Types of Fox Sounds and Their Meanings
Foxes produce several distinct types of sounds, each serving different communicative functions. These
sounds can be broadly categorized into barks, screams, gekkering, and howls. Exploring these categories
provides insight into what does the what does the fox say from a scientific perspective.

Barks
A fox's bark is a short, sharp sound often used as an alarm call or to warn others of danger. It can also
function as a territorial signal to other foxes. The bark is usually abrupt and can vary in pitch depending on
the situation.



Screams
The scream is one of the most distinctive fox sounds, often described as eerie or chilling. This vocalization is
primarily used by females during the mating season to attract males. The scream can carry over long
distances and is a key part of fox reproductive behavior.

Gekkering
Gekkering is a rapid series of harsh, chattering sounds that foxes make when they are aggressive or during
disputes with other foxes. This vocalization serves as a warning and is commonly heard during fights or
territorial disputes.

Howls and Other Calls
Foxes also produce howls and other calls that are less common but still important for long-range
communication. These sounds help maintain contact between family members or signal the presence of the
fox in a particular area.

Alarm Calls: Short barks to alert danger

Mating Screams: Long, high-pitched screams during breeding season

Aggressive Gekkering: Rapid chattering in conflicts

Contact Howls: Long-distance communication

Cultural Impact and Popularity of the Viral Song
The viral nature of the phrase "what does the what does the fox say" has had lasting cultural effects.
Beyond its initial entertainment value, the song sparked educational interest and inspired numerous
parodies, memes, and discussions. It also brought attention to wildlife and animal communication in a way
few viral phenomena have achieved.

Media and Popular Culture
Following the viral success, the phrase appeared in various media, from television shows to commercials. It
became a shorthand for playful curiosity about animal sounds and an example of how internet culture can



influence language and knowledge dissemination.

Educational Outreach
Institutions and educators leveraged the popularity of the phrase to teach about fox biology and animal
communication. Wildlife documentaries and articles often referenced the viral song to engage audiences
and encourage learning about fox behavior.

Scientific Insights into Fox Communication
Research into fox vocalizations has provided valuable insights into their social structure and ecology.
Scientists use audio analysis and field observation to decode the meanings behind different calls,
contributing to a broader understanding of canid communication. The question of what does the what does
the fox say has evolved from a viral meme into a subject of serious study.

Methodologies for Studying Fox Sounds
Researchers employ techniques such as bioacoustics, recording fox calls in natural habitats, and analyzing
frequency patterns. These methods help identify the purpose and context of each vocalization, improving
knowledge of fox behavior and communication strategies.

Comparisons with Other Canids
Fox vocalizations are often compared to those of dogs, wolves, and coyotes. While sharing some similarities,
fox calls are distinct in their variety and usage. Understanding these differences aids in the classification of
canid communication and evolutionary biology.

Implications for Wildlife Management
Understanding fox vocalizations has practical applications in wildlife management and conservation.
Recognizing specific calls can assist in monitoring fox populations and behaviors, contributing to effective
ecosystem management and conflict mitigation between humans and foxes.

Frequently Asked Questions



What does the phrase 'What Does the Fox Say?' refer to?
'What Does the Fox Say?' is a phrase from a viral 2013 song by the Norwegian comedy duo Ylvis,
humorously speculating about the sounds a fox makes.

Who created the song 'What Does the Fox Say?' and why did it become
popular?
The song was created by the Norwegian comedy duo Ylvis. It became popular due to its catchy tune,
quirky lyrics, and humorous music video that went viral on YouTube.

Are the sounds in 'What Does the Fox Say?' real fox sounds?
No, the sounds in the song are fictional and exaggerated for comedic effect. Real fox sounds are quite
different and more subtle.

What is the meaning behind the song 'What Does the Fox Say?'?
The song playfully questions what sound a fox makes, highlighting that many people know the sounds of
common animals but not the fox, using humor and absurdity.

Has 'What Does the Fox Say?' influenced popular culture or media?
Yes, the song became a significant internet meme, inspired numerous parodies, references in TV shows,
and even educational content about foxes.

Where can I watch the official 'What Does the Fox Say?' music video?
The official music video is available on YouTube on the YlvisVEVO channel and has garnered hundreds of
millions of views since its release.

Additional Resources
1. The Secret Language of Foxes
This book explores the fascinating vocalizations and behaviors of foxes, decoding the mysterious sounds they
make. It delves into scientific studies and anecdotal evidence to explain what different fox calls signify in
their social interactions. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of fox communication and their role in
the ecosystem.

2. What Does the Fox Say? An Animal Sound Encyclopedia
Designed for children and animal lovers, this colorful encyclopedia features various animal sounds, with a
special focus on foxes. It includes fun facts, illustrations, and audio links to hear the actual calls of foxes and



other wildlife. The book encourages curiosity about nature and animal communication.

3. Voices of the Wild: Understanding Animal Calls
This comprehensive guide covers the vocalizations of numerous wild animals, including foxes, wolves, and
birds. The book explains how animals use sounds to communicate danger, attract mates, and establish
territory. It is an informative resource for wildlife enthusiasts and students of animal behavior.

4. Fox Songs: The Music and Mythology of Canids
Combining folklore, music, and biology, this book examines the cultural significance of fox sounds across
different societies. It includes myths and legends about foxes and their distinctive calls, as well as musical
compositions inspired by these sounds. The book offers a unique blend of science and storytelling.

5. Echoes in the Forest: The Language of Foxes and Other Wild Animals
This narrative nonfiction work follows a wildlife biologist studying foxes in their natural habitat. Through
detailed observations and personal anecdotes, the author reveals the complexity of fox communication and
its importance for survival. The book highlights the beauty and mystery of nature’s voices.

6. Sounds of the Night: Animal Calls After Dark
Focusing on nocturnal creatures, this book explores the various sounds heard in the night, including the
eerie calls of foxes. It provides tips for identifying different animal sounds and understanding their
meanings. Readers will learn how to appreciate the nighttime symphony of the wild.

7. Talking with Foxes: A Guide to Understanding Canine Communication
This practical guide teaches readers how to interpret the body language and vocalizations of foxes and
related species. It includes insights from wildlife experts on how foxes express emotions and intentions
through sound. The book is ideal for naturalists and anyone interested in animal behavior.

8. The Fox’s Call: Stories and Science of a Wild Voice
Blending storytelling with scientific research, this book shares captivating stories about encounters with
foxes and their distinctive calls. It explores how the fox’s vocalizations have inspired curiosity and wonder
throughout history. The book balances factual information with engaging narratives.

9. Animal Voices: Decoding the Sounds of the Wild
This illustrated guide provides an overview of how various animals communicate vocally, including the
unique sounds made by foxes. It explains the purpose behind different calls and how animals use sound to
adapt to their environments. Perfect for readers interested in wildlife and animal communication.
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