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What Are the Seven Dirty Words

The phrase "the seven dirty words" originates from a famous stand-up comedy routine by George
Carlin, who highlighted the societal taboos surrounding certain words in the English language. First
introduced in his 1972 routine "Seven Words You Can Never Say on Television," Carlin's
commentary sparked discussions about censorship, free speech, and the power of language. In this
article, we will explore what these words are, the cultural implications surrounding them, their
history, and the ongoing debate about language and censorship in contemporary society.

Understanding the Seven Dirty Words

The "seven dirty words" Carlin identified are as follows:

. Shit

. Piss

. Fuck

. Cunt

. Cocksucker

. Motherfucker
. Tits
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These words are often deemed vulgar or offensive and have historically been subject to censorship in
various media, including television and radio. Carlin's routine served to challenge the arbitrary
nature of language censorship and questioned why certain words were considered more offensive
than others.

The Context of the Routine

When George Carlin performed this routine, it was during a time of significant cultural shifts in
America. The 1960s and 1970s were marked by movements advocating for civil rights, sexual
liberation, and an overall questioning of authority. Carlin's routine not only entertained but also
served as a social commentary on the absurdity of censorship.

Carlin’s humor was sharp, often using irony to highlight hypocrisy in societal norms. The seven dirty

words became a symbol of this struggle against imposed limitations on free speech. The routine was
not only about the words themselves but also about the attitudes that surround them.

Historical and Legal Implications

The controversy surrounding these words is not just a matter of taste; it has significant legal
implications as well. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has long regulated obscene



content on public airwaves, and Carlin's routine played a pivotal role in shaping this discussion.

The FCC and Censorship

The FCC enforces rules regarding obscenity, indecency, and profanity. The landmark case that
brought Carlin's routine into the legal spotlight was FCC v. Pacifica Foundation (1978). This case
arose when a radio station aired Carlin's routine during the day, prompting a complaint from a
listener who had children in the car.

The Supreme Court ultimately ruled in favor of the FCC, establishing that the government could
restrict indecent material on public airwaves, particularly when it could be accessed by children.
This ruling set a precedent for how broadcasting regulations would evolve in the United States.

Cultural Perceptions of Language

The seven dirty words represent more than just their literal meanings; they embody deeper cultural
perceptions about language and morality. Different cultures and communities have varying
thresholds for what is considered offensive.

- Cultural Variability: In some cultures, certain words may not carry the same weight as they do in
others. For instance, the word "cunt" is viewed as one of the most offensive terms in American
English but is used more casually in British English.

- Evolving Language: Language evolves, and words that were once considered offensive can become

more acceptable over time. The acceptance of profanity in media and everyday conversation has
shifted significantly since Carlin's time.

The Impact of Carlin’s Routine on Comedy and Society

George Carlin's "seven dirty words" routine has had a lasting impact on comedy, media, and the
public's perception of language.

Influence on Comedy

Carlin's ability to address taboo subjects paved the way for future comedians to explore
controversial themes. Many comedians have followed in his footsteps, using language freely to
challenge societal norms and provoke thought.

- Comedians Inspired by Carlin: Notable comedians like Richard Pryor, Chris Rock, and Sarah
Silverman have embraced the use of profanity in their routines, often addressing issues of race,

gender, and politics.

- Stand-Up as a Platform for Social Commentary: Comedy has increasingly become a platform for



discussing difficult topics, with language used as a tool for both humor and critique.

Media Evolution and Language

The evolution of media has also influenced how these words are perceived and used. The rise of the
internet and social media has changed the landscape of language regulation.

- Shifts in Broadcasting Standards: With the advent of cable television and streaming services, the
restrictions imposed by the FCC are less applicable. Many shows and platforms have embraced
explicit content, leading to a more open dialogue about language.

- Social Media Dynamics: Platforms like Twitter and TikTok allow individuals to express themselves
freely, often using language that would have been censored in traditional media. This has led to a
cultural shift where profanity is more normalized in everyday conversation.

Contemporary Discussions on Censorship and
Language
The debate surrounding language, censorship, and free speech continues to evolve. Discussions

about the seven dirty words have reignited conversations about what constitutes acceptable
language in various contexts.

Free Speech vs. Censorship

Advocates of free speech argue that individuals should have the right to express themselves without
fear of censorship. They contend that banning certain words creates a slippery slope where more
language could be deemed unacceptable.

- Arguments for Free Speech: Supporters believe that language is a fundamental aspect of human
expression and that restricting it infringes on individual rights.

- Concerns About Harmful Language: Conversely, some argue that certain words can perpetuate

violence or reinforce harmful stereotypes. This perspective advocates for the responsible use of
language, emphasizing the impact words can have on marginalized communities.

The Role of Education

Education plays a crucial role in shaping how language is perceived. Teaching individuals about the
historical context and implications of certain words can foster a more nuanced understanding of
language.

- Encouraging Open Dialogue: Educational settings that promote discussions about language and its



impact can help individuals navigate the complexities of communication in a diverse society.

- Understanding Context: Teaching the importance of context in language use is essential. Words
can carry different meanings depending on the situation, and understanding this can promote
respectful discourse.

Conclusion

The seven dirty words identified by George Carlin serve as a lens through which we can examine the
intricacies of language, censorship, and societal norms. Carlin's routine not only entertained but
challenged audiences to rethink their perceptions of language and its power. In our contemporary
world, where language continues to evolve and norms shift, the discussions surrounding these words
remain relevant. Understanding the historical context, cultural implications, and ongoing debates
about language can help us navigate the complexities of communication in today's society.
Ultimately, the conversation about the seven dirty words is not just about the words themselves but
about the values and beliefs that underpin our use of language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the seven dirty words?

The seven dirty words are a list of words that comedian George Carlin famously identified as the
most offensive in the English language: 's', 'p', 'f', 'c', 'c’, 't', and 'm'.

Why did George Carlin create the seven dirty words routine?

George Carlin created the routine to challenge censorship and provoke thought about societal norms
regarding language and decency.

What was the impact of the seven dirty words on broadcasting
regulations?

The routine led to significant discussions about free speech and resulted in the 1978 Supreme Court
case 'FCC v. Pacifica Foundation', which upheld the government's ability to regulate indecent
material on public airwaves.

Are the seven dirty words still considered offensive today?

While some of the words remain offensive, societal attitudes towards language have evolved, and
context often determines their level of acceptability.

How have the seven dirty words influenced modern comedy?

The seven dirty words have influenced modern comedy by pushing boundaries and encouraging
comedians to explore themes of language, censorship, and societal taboos.



Is the list of seven dirty words exhaustive?

No, the list is not exhaustive; it reflects Carlin's perspective on language in the 1970s and does not
account for the many other offensive words that exist today.

How did audiences respond to Carlin's seven dirty words
routine?

Audiences had mixed reactions, with some finding it hilarious and thought-provoking, while others
were shocked and offended by the explicit language.

What is the legacy of the seven dirty words in pop culture?

The legacy of the seven dirty words includes its lasting impact on discussions about free speech,
censorship, and the evolution of comedy, influencing countless artists and writers since.
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