
what hath god wrought book
what hath god wrought book is a significant historical work that explores the
transformative period of American history known as the antebellum era. Written by Daniel
Walker Howe, this Pulitzer Prize-winning book delves deeply into the political, social, and
cultural changes that reshaped the United States between 1815 and 1848. The title itself,
derived from Samuel Morse’s first telegraph message, symbolizes the groundbreaking
technological and societal advances covered in the narrative. This article offers a
comprehensive overview of the book’s themes, historical context, and critical reception. It
further examines the author’s approach and the book’s relevance to contemporary readers
interested in understanding the foundations of modern America. The following sections
provide an organized framework to explore the key aspects of the what hath god wrought
book.
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Author’s Approach and Style

Critical Reception and Awards

Significance and Legacy

Overview of the Book
The what hath god wrought book is an extensive historical analysis focusing on the United
States during a pivotal era of expansion and change. Daniel Walker Howe presents a
detailed narrative covering the years from the end of the War of 1812 to the beginning of
the Mexican-American War. The book highlights the rapid development in communication,
transportation, and political ideologies that defined this transformative period. The title,
referencing the first telegraph message sent by Samuel Morse in 1844, encapsulates the
spirit of innovation and progress that permeates the work. Readers gain insight into how
these changes affected the nation’s identity, governance, and social fabric.

Summary of Content
What Hath God Wrought explores a wide range of topics including the rise of democracy,
the growth of the market economy, the spread of reform movements, and the increasing
sectional tensions over slavery. It provides portraits of key figures such as Andrew
Jackson, Henry Clay, and Frederick Douglass, illustrating how their actions influenced the
course of American history. The book also incorporates cultural analysis, discussing



literature, religion, and everyday life to paint a comprehensive picture of the era.

Purpose and Audience
The book is intended for both academic audiences and general readers interested in
American history. By blending rigorous scholarship with accessible prose, Howe aims to
illuminate the complexities of the antebellum period. The what hath god wrought book
serves as a valuable resource for understanding the origins of modern political and social
issues in the United States.

Historical Context and Timeframe
The what hath god wrought book centers on the period from approximately 1815 to 1848,
a time of significant transformation in the United States. This era witnessed the aftermath
of the War of 1812, the rise of Jacksonian democracy, and the expansion of American
territory through events like the annexation of Texas and the Mexican-American War. It
was also marked by technological innovations and the beginnings of the Industrial
Revolution in America.

Technological Innovations
One of the defining aspects of this historical period was the emergence of new
technologies that revolutionized communication and transportation. The telegraph,
railroads, and steam-powered boats dramatically altered how information and goods
moved across the country, facilitating economic growth and national integration. The what
hath god wrought book emphasizes these developments as central to understanding the
era’s dynamism.

Social and Political Changes
The book explains how the expansion of suffrage and the rise of popular political
participation reshaped American democracy. It also covers the intensification of debates
over slavery and states’ rights, which sowed the seeds for the Civil War. Reform
movements aimed at temperance, abolition, and women’s rights gained momentum during
this time, reflecting a society grappling with its values and future direction.

Key Themes and Topics
The what hath god wrought book explores several major themes that define the
antebellum United States. These themes provide a framework for understanding the
complex interplay of forces that shaped the nation during this period.



Democratization and Political Realignment
Howe discusses the rise of Jacksonian democracy, which expanded political participation
to a broader segment of white males and challenged established elites. The book examines
the realignment of political parties and the emergence of new political ideologies that
reflected the changing social landscape.

Economic Transformation
The market revolution transformed the American economy, shifting from subsistence
agriculture to a more commercial and industrial system. Innovations in transportation and
communication facilitated the growth of national markets and urban centers. The book
highlights how these economic changes affected different regions and social classes.

Slavery and Sectional Conflict
The issue of slavery is a central focus in the what hath god wrought book. Howe details
the growing sectional divides between North and South, the rise of abolitionism, and the
political compromises that attempted to manage these tensions. This theme underscores
the fragile nature of the Union during this era.

Social Reform and Cultural Change
The antebellum period saw a surge in reform movements aimed at improving society.
These included temperance, women’s rights, education reform, and religious revivals.
Howe analyzes these movements as both responses to and drivers of the era’s social
transformation.

Major Topics Covered

The advent and impact of the telegraph

The rise of the Second Party System

Manifest Destiny and territorial expansion

The role of religion and evangelicalism

Changing roles and rights of women

Immigration and demographic shifts



Author’s Approach and Style
Daniel Walker Howe employs a narrative style that combines detailed historical research
with engaging storytelling. The what hath god wrought book is characterized by its
balanced treatment of political, economic, social, and cultural history. Howe integrates
primary sources and historiographical analysis to provide a nuanced perspective on the
antebellum era.

Use of Primary Sources
The author extensively uses letters, speeches, newspapers, and official documents to
reconstruct the historical context. This approach allows readers to hear the voices of the
period and understand the motivations behind key decisions and movements.

Interdisciplinary Perspective
Howe’s work draws on political science, economics, cultural studies, and religious history,
offering a multidimensional view of the period. This interdisciplinary perspective enhances
the depth and breadth of the analysis presented in the what hath god wrought book.

Critical Reception and Awards
The what hath god wrought book has been widely praised by historians, scholars, and
critics for its comprehensive research and insightful interpretation. It received the Pulitzer
Prize for History in 2008, underscoring its significance as a major contribution to
American historiography.

Scholarly Reviews
Academic reviews highlight the book’s balanced approach and its success in synthesizing
complex historical developments into a coherent narrative. Scholars commend Howe for
shedding new light on the antebellum period and for his clear and accessible writing style.

Impact on Historical Studies
The book has influenced subsequent studies of early nineteenth-century America and is
frequently cited in academic works. It is regarded as a foundational text for understanding
the political and social transformations that shaped the modern United States.

Significance and Legacy
The what hath god wrought book remains a vital resource for understanding a formative



period in American history. Its detailed examination of the forces that shaped the nation
between 1815 and 1848 provides essential context for the political, social, and economic
challenges that followed.

Educational Use
The book is widely used in university courses on American history, offering students a
thorough and engaging introduction to the antebellum era. Its comprehensive scope
makes it suitable for both undergraduate and graduate studies.

Continued Relevance
By exploring themes of democracy, reform, technological change, and sectional conflict,
the what hath god wrought book offers insights that resonate with contemporary
discussions about political polarization, social justice, and technological innovation. Its
legacy endures as a critical lens through which to view the ongoing evolution of American
society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the book 'What Hath God Wrought' about?
'What Hath God Wrought' is a historical book by Daniel Walker Howe that explores the
transformation of America from 1815 to 1848, focusing on the technological, political, and
social changes during this period.

Who is the author of 'What Hath God Wrought'?
The author of 'What Hath God Wrought' is Daniel Walker Howe, a renowned American
historian.

When was 'What Hath God Wrought' published?
'What Hath God Wrought' was published in 2007.

Why is the book titled 'What Hath God Wrought'?
The title 'What Hath God Wrought' is a biblical phrase famously associated with the first
telegraph message sent by Samuel Morse, symbolizing the profound technological and
social changes covered in the book.

Has 'What Hath God Wrought' won any awards?
Yes, 'What Hath God Wrought' won the Pulitzer Prize for History in 2008.



What major themes are covered in 'What Hath God
Wrought'?
The book covers themes such as technological innovation, political reform, social
movements, and the expansion of democracy in the United States during the early 19th
century.

Is 'What Hath God Wrought' part of a series?
Yes, it is the second volume in the Oxford History of the United States series, covering the
period from 1815 to 1848.

Who is the intended audience for 'What Hath God
Wrought'?
The book is intended for readers interested in American history, including scholars,
students, and general readers seeking an in-depth understanding of early 19th-century
America.

How does 'What Hath God Wrought' contribute to the
understanding of American history?
The book provides a comprehensive and nuanced analysis of a transformative era in
American history, highlighting the interplay of technology, politics, and society that
shaped the modern United States.

Additional Resources
1. Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln
This book by Doris Kearns Goodwin explores Abraham Lincoln’s leadership during the
Civil War by focusing on his relationships with his cabinet members, many of whom were
his political adversaries. It provides an in-depth look at the complexities of leadership,
politics, and the moral struggles during a pivotal era in American history. The narrative
complements the themes of transformation and conflict found in *What Hath God
Wrought*.

2. The Radical and the Republic: The Rise and Fall of Reconstruction, 1861–1877
Harvard historian Richard White examines the Reconstruction era following the Civil War,
detailing how the United States struggled to rebuild and redefine itself. The book
highlights political, social, and racial tensions that shaped the post-war period. It serves as
a crucial follow-up to the events leading up to and including the Civil War era covered in
*What Hath God Wrought*.

3. Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era
James M. McPherson's Pulitzer Prize-winning work provides a comprehensive overview of
the American Civil War, including its roots, major battles, and aftermath. The book is
essential for understanding the consequences of the transformations and innovations



discussed in *What Hath God Wrought*. It vividly portrays the political and social
upheaval that defined mid-19th-century America.

4. Empire of the Air: The Men Who Made Radio
Tom Lewis tells the story of the pioneers of radio technology, including Edwin Armstrong
and David Sarnoff. While focused on a later period, this book connects to the technological
innovations theme in *What Hath God Wrought*, which highlights early communication
revolutions like the telegraph. It showcases how technology continued to reshape society
and communication in America.

5. Freedom National: The Destruction of Slavery in the United States, 1861-1865
James Oakes offers a detailed analysis of how the Civil War led to the abolition of slavery
in America. The book examines political decisions and military actions that culminated in
emancipation, providing context to the social and political transformations that *What
Hath God Wrought* begins to trace. It is a critical study of the intersection between war
and social change.

6. The Metaphysical Club: A Story of Ideas in America
Louis Menand explores the development of American intellectual thought in the aftermath
of the Civil War, focusing on pragmatism and philosophy. The book illuminates the
evolving ideas about democracy, truth, and society that emerged during the period of
rapid change introduced in *What Hath God Wrought*. It offers insight into the ideological
shifts that shaped modern America.

7. Lincoln's Code: The Laws of War in American History
Gordon S. Wood delves into Abraham Lincoln's legal and moral approach to warfare and
the laws governing it during the Civil War. This book complements the political and
military narratives of *What Hath God Wrought* by showing how legal thought influenced
the conduct and consequences of the conflict. It highlights the intersection of law, politics,
and ethics during a transformative era.

8. American Colossus: The Triumph of Capitalism, 1865-1900
H.W. Brands traces the rise of American industrial power and capitalism following the
Civil War, a period that builds on the technological and economic foundations laid in
*What Hath God Wrought*. The book examines influential figures, economic policies, and
social changes that shaped the modern United States. It provides a broader understanding
of the economic transformation that followed the communication and transportation
revolutions.

9. Revolutionary Summer: The Birth of American Independence
Joseph J. Ellis recounts the critical months of 1776 when America declared its
independence and began its transformation into a new nation. Though earlier than the
period covered by *What Hath God Wrought*, this book offers important context on the
origins of American political ideals and communication strategies. It connects the
founding principles to the later technological and political changes chronicled by Daniel
Walker Howe.
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