
we are seven william wordsworth
analysis
We Are Seven William Wordsworth Analysis

William Wordsworth, one of the prominent figures of the Romantic era, is
well-known for his deep connection to nature, emotion, and the common human
experience. His poem "We Are Seven," published in 1798, exemplifies these
themes while also exploring profound ideas about life, death, and the
innocence of childhood. Through a conversation between the narrator and a
young girl, Wordsworth delves into the complexities of grief and the ways in
which children perceive relationships with the deceased. This analysis will
explore the poem's themes, form, character dynamics, and its place in the
broader context of Wordsworth's work.

Summary of the Poem

"We Are Seven" presents a dialogue between a narrator and a young girl who
claims that she and her siblings are still "seven" despite the deaths of two
of them. The poem unfolds as follows:

1. Setting the Scene: The narrator encounters a "little cottage girl" who is
playing near a graveyard.
2. The Assertion of Seven: The girl insists that she has seven siblings—five
living and two deceased.
3. Death and Presence: The narrator tries to reason with her, emphasizing
that her siblings who have died are no longer part of the living world.
4. Child's Perspective: The girl remains steadfast in her belief that her
deceased siblings are still part of her life, thus challenging the narrator's
adult understanding of mortality.

The conversation reveals the stark contrast between the adult perspective on
death and the innocent, unyielding belief of a child.

Thematic Exploration

The Complexity of Grief

One of the central themes of "We Are Seven" is the complexity of grief as
viewed through the innocent eyes of a child. The girl’s assertion that she
has seven siblings underscores a profound understanding of love and
connection that transcends physical presence.



- Childhood Innocence: The girl embodies the idea that death does not erase
the bond shared with loved ones. Her refusal to acknowledge the finality of
death reflects a child’s innocent outlook on life and loss.
- Enduring Relationships: The poem suggests that relationships endure beyond
death. The living siblings are still part of the girl’s identity, and her
memories of her deceased siblings keep their spirits alive in her heart.

Perception of Death

The poem also illuminates how the perception of death varies between
childhood and adulthood. The narrator represents a more pragmatic view,
insisting on the finality of death, while the girl’s perspective is one of
continuity and connection.

- Contrasting Perspectives: The narrator’s rationality contrasts with the
girl’s emotional reality, showcasing the limitations of adult logic when it
comes to matters of the heart.
- Reality vs. Belief: The tension between the narrator’s belief in the
finality of death and the girl’s belief in an ongoing connection highlights
the emotional landscape of loss. The poem asks readers to consider how these
beliefs shape one's experience of grief.

Nostalgia and Memory

Wordsworth’s use of memory and nostalgia permeates the poem. The girl’s
recollections of her siblings serve as a poignant reminder of the past and
the enduring nature of memory.

- Memorialization: The girl remembers her siblings, indicating that memories
serve as a form of memorialization. In her mind, they remain vibrant and
alive through her recollections and emotions.
- Childhood as a Construct: Wordsworth often idealizes childhood, viewing it
as a time of purity and connection to nature. In this poem, the girl’s
innocent perception serves as a critique of how adulthood often complicates
such connections.

Character Dynamics

The character dynamics between the narrator and the young girl are crucial to
understanding the poem's message.

The Narrator



- Rationality: The narrator embodies the adult perspective, relying on reason
and societal norms to understand death. His insistence that the girl cannot
count her deceased siblings as part of the living reflects a societal
tendency to compartmentalize loss.
- Conflict: The narrator's struggle to comprehend the girl's perspective
creates a tension that underscores the poem's themes. His attempts to
rationalize the girl’s beliefs ultimately reveal his emotional disconnection.

The Young Girl

- Innocence: The girl represents purity and the uncomplicated view of life
and death. Her unwavering belief in the presence of her deceased siblings
showcases a profound emotional strength and connection.
- Symbol of Hope: By asserting that she is still part of a larger family
unit, the girl embodies hope and resilience in the face of loss. Her
character challenges the narrator’s (and by extension, society's) perception
of death, suggesting that love transcends mortality.

Form and Structure

"We Are Seven" is written in a simple yet effective poetic structure that
reflects the themes of the poem.

Stanza Structure

- Quatrains: The poem consists of several quatrains, each containing four
lines. This structure provides a rhythmic quality that enhances the
conversational tone between the narrator and the girl.
- Repetition: The repeated phrase "We are seven" emphasizes the girl’s
steadfast belief and serves as a refrain that anchors the poem’s message
about the enduring nature of familial bonds.

Language and Imagery

- Simple Language: Wordsworth employs simple, accessible language that
mirrors the innocence of the girl. This simplicity invites readers of all
ages to engage with the poem's deeper meanings.
- Imagery of Nature: The poem is rich in natural imagery, evoking pastoral
scenes that align with Wordsworth's Romantic ideals. The setting of the
cottage and graveyard serves as a backdrop that symbolizes the intersection
of life and death.



Conclusion

William Wordsworth's "We Are Seven" is a poignant exploration of the themes
of grief, memory, and the innocence of childhood. Through the dialogue
between the narrator and the young girl, the poem challenges conventional
understandings of death and emphasizes the enduring bonds of love that can
persist beyond mortality. By contrasting adult rationality with childlike
belief, Wordsworth invites readers to reconsider their own perceptions of
loss and the relationships that shape our lives. The poem remains a powerful
reflection on the complexities of human emotion, making it a timeless piece
in the canon of Romantic literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'We Are Seven' by
William Wordsworth?
The central theme of 'We Are Seven' is the exploration of childhood innocence
and the perception of death. Wordsworth contrasts the child's understanding
of life and death with adult perspectives, emphasizing the enduring
connection of the siblings despite one having passed away.

How does Wordsworth portray the concept of death in
'We Are Seven'?
Wordsworth portrays death as a natural part of life through the eyes of a
child. The poem illustrates how the young girl continues to feel connected to
her deceased siblings, indicating a more accepting and less fearful view of
death than that of adults.

What literary devices are prominent in 'We Are
Seven'?
Prominent literary devices in 'We Are Seven' include dialogue, imagery, and
repetition. The dialogue captures the child's voice, while vivid imagery
evokes the pastoral setting, and repetition emphasizes the importance of the
number seven in the child's understanding of family and loss.

What role does nature play in 'We Are Seven'?
Nature plays a significant role in 'We Are Seven' as it serves as a backdrop
for the child's memories and experiences. The natural setting reflects the
simplicity and purity of childhood, embodying themes of life, death, and
continuity.



How does the adult speaker's perspective contrast
with that of the child in the poem?
The adult speaker in 'We Are Seven' represents a rational, pragmatic view of
death, emphasizing the finality of loss. In contrast, the child maintains a
whimsical and hopeful perspective, insisting that her deceased siblings
remain part of her life, highlighting the gap between adult understanding and
childlike innocence.

What is the significance of the number seven in the
poem?
The number seven is significant as it symbolizes completeness and familial
bonds. The child’s insistence that there are still seven of them, despite one
being dead, underscores her belief in the ongoing presence of her siblings in
spirit, challenging adult interpretations of loss.

What emotional responses does 'We Are Seven' evoke
in readers?
The poem evokes a range of emotional responses, including nostalgia, sadness,
and tenderness. Readers may feel a connection to their own experiences of
loss and childhood innocence, prompting reflections on the nature of life,
death, and memory.

In what ways does 'We Are Seven' reflect Romantic
ideals?
'We Are Seven' reflects Romantic ideals through its emphasis on emotion,
nature, and the innocence of childhood. Wordsworth champions the child's
perspective as valid and profound, celebrating the emotional depth and
spiritual connections that transcend mortality.

How does the structure of 'We Are Seven' contribute
to its meaning?
The structure of 'We Are Seven' features a conversational tone and a simple
rhyme scheme that mirrors the clarity and directness of a child's voice. This
structure enhances the poem's exploration of complex themes such as life and
death, making them accessible and poignant.
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