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What is A Wrinkle in Time About?

A Wrinkle in Time is a science fiction novel written by Madeleine L'Engle,
first published in 1962. This classic story explores themes of love, courage,
and the struggle between good and evil through a fantastical journey across
the universe. The narrative intertwines elements of science, philosophy, and
mythology, making it a rich text for readers of all ages. In this article, we
will delve into the plot, characters, themes, and the impact of this beloved
novel.

Plot Summary

The story begins with Meg Murry, a high school student who feels out of place
and struggles with self-acceptance. Her father, a scientist, has been missing
for some time, and this has added to her emotional turmoil. One stormy night,
Meg meets a peculiar creature named Mrs. Whatsit, who introduces her to the
concept of tesseracts—essentially, a way to travel through space and time.

Meg, along with her younger brother Charles Wallace and their friend Calvin
O'Keefe, embarks on a quest to rescue her father from an evil force known as
IT, which is threatening the universe. Their journey takes them to various
planets, including Camazotz, where the inhabitants are controlled by IT, and
where conformity is enforced at the expense of individuality.

The trio is guided by the three mysterious beings—Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Which,
and Mrs. Who—who provide them with wisdom and support as they confront their
fears and the darkness they encounter. Along the way, they learn about the
power of love, the importance of being true to oneself, and the necessity of
fighting against evil, even when the odds seem insurmountable.

Main Characters

The characters in A Wrinkle in Time are central to the narrative and
contribute to its depth and meaning. Below are some of the key characters:

e Meg Murry: The protagonist, Meg is intelligent but struggles with her
self-image and feelings of inadequacy. Her journey is one of self-
discovery and personal growth.

e Charles Wallace Murry: Meg's younger brother, Charles possesses
extraordinary intelligence and has a profound understanding of the
universe. He often serves as a guide for Meg, but his uniqueness also
makes him vulnerable.

e Calvin O'Keefe: A popular boy at Meg's school, Calvin becomes an
integral part of the trio. He 1is compassionate and brave, providing
support for Meg and Charles on their journey.



e Mrs. Whatsit: A whimsical and enigmatic character, Mrs. Whatsit helps
Meg and her friends understand the nature of their quest. She represents
the force of good in the universe.

e Mrs. Who: Known for quoting famous literary and philosophical figures,
Mrs. Who provides wisdom and guidance to the children. Her quotes often
serve as lessons throughout the story.

e Mrs. Which: The most powerful of the three Mrs. W's, Mrs. Which embodies
the essence of love and courage. She has the ability to travel anywhere
across time and space.

e IT: The antagonist of the story, IT represents a dark force that seeks
to control and manipulate. IT embodies conformity and the suppression of
individual thought.

Themes Explored in A Wrinkle in Time

The novel is rich with themes that resonate with readers of all ages. Some of
the most prominent themes include:

1. The Battle Between Good and Evil: The struggle against IT symbolizes the
universal conflict between light and darkness, or good and evil. The
characters' journey emphasizes the importance of fighting against
malevolence.

2. The Power of Love: Love 1s portrayed as the strongest force in the
universe, capable of overcoming darkness and fear. The bond between Meg,
Charles, and their father showcases how love can drive individuals to
extraordinary lengths.

3. Individuality vs. Conformity: The depiction of Camazotz illustrates the
dangers of conformity, while the characters’ uniqueness highlights the
value of individuality and self-acceptance.

4. Self-Discovery: Meg'’s journey is one of personal growth. Throughout the
story, she learns to embrace her flaws, recognize her strengths, and
ultimately understand her worth.

5. Family and Relationships: The importance of family is evident in the
Murry family’s dynamics. Their love and support for one another play a
crucial role in their fight against evil.

Impact and Legacy

Since its publication, A Wrinkle in Time has made a significant impact on
literature and popular culture. The book has received numerous accolades,
including the Newbery Medal and has been adapted into various formats,
including film and stage productions.

The novel's unique blend of science fiction and fantasy has inspired



generations of readers and writers. It has been praised for its progressive
themes, particularly its representation of strong female characters, which
was groundbreaking for its time. Meg Murry, as a female protagonist,
challenges traditional gender roles and serves as a role model for young
girls navigating their own identities.

Moreover, the book has sparked discussions about the intersection of science
and spirituality, encouraging readers to ponder the nature of the universe
and their place within it. L'Engle's incorporation of complex scientific
concepts, such as tesseracts and the theory of relativity, invites readers to
engage with challenging ideas while remaining accessible to a younger
audience.

Conclusion

In conclusion, A Wrinkle in Time is a multifaceted narrative that transcends
the boundaries of a typical children's book. Through its exploration of love,
individuality, and the eternal struggle between good and evil, L'Engle's work
continues to resonate with readers, encouraging them to embrace their
uniqueness and confront the darkness in the world. The novel stands as a
testament to the power of storytelling, reminding us of the importance of
hope, courage, and the enduring strength found in love and family. As both a
literary classic and a source of inspiration, A Wrinkle in Time remains a
timeless journey through space, time, and the human spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'A Wrinkle in Time'?

The main premise of 'A Wrinkle in Time' revolves around a young girl named
Meg Murry who, along with her brother Charles Wallace and their friend Calvin
O'Keefe, travels through space and time to rescue her father from an evil
force known as IT.

Who are the key characters in 'A Wrinkle in Time'?

Key characters in 'A Wrinkle in Time' include Meg Murry, her brother Charles
Wallace, their friend Calvin O'Keefe, and the three mysterious beings known
as Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Which, and Mrs. Who, who help guide them on their
journey.

What themes are explored in 'A Wrinkle in Time'?

The novel explores themes of love, individuality, the battle between good and
evil, and the importance of believing in oneself. It also delves into the
concept of time and space as interconnected dimensions.

How does the concept of 'tessering' work in 'A
Wrinkle in Time'?

Tessering is a method of traveling through the cosmos that allows characters
to traverse vast distances in an instant by folding the fabric of space and



time, effectively creating a shortcut between two points in the universe.

What is the significance of the title 'A Wrinkle in
Time'?

The title 'A Wrinkle in Time' signifies the bending and folding of time and
space, which is central to the characters' journey. It reflects the idea that

time is not linear and can be manipulated to overcome obstacles, such as
rescuing Meg's father.
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