
wedding readings from literature

Wedding readings from literature have become a cherished tradition for couples looking to personalize

their ceremonies. These readings provide a beautiful way to express emotions, share sentiments, and

celebrate love through the eloquence of words penned by some of the greatest authors in history.

Choosing the right passage can enhance the atmosphere of your wedding, evoke deep feelings for

both you and your guests, and create lasting memories. In this article, we will explore various literary

excerpts that serve as perfect wedding readings, offering insights into their themes and why they

resonate with couples.

Why Choose Literature for Wedding Readings?

Using literary excerpts for wedding readings adds a unique touch to your ceremony. Here are several

reasons why couples choose literature:

Timeless Themes: Love, commitment, and partnership are universal themes explored in literature

throughout the ages.

Personal Connection: Many couples have favorite books or authors, making these readings

deeply personal.

Emotional Impact: Well-crafted prose can evoke powerful emotions and set the tone for the

ceremony.

Uniqueness: Literary readings can differentiate your wedding from others, showcasing your

personality and interests.



Classic Literary Excerpts for Weddings

When considering wedding readings from literature, classic authors provide a wealth of options. Here

are some timeless selections:

1. "Sonnet 116" by William Shakespeare

This sonnet is a staple at weddings for its exploration of enduring love. Its famous lines, "Love is not

love which alters when it alteration finds," resonate with couples who wish to express their

commitment.

2. "The Velveteen Rabbit" by Margery Williams

This beloved children's story talks about love and what it means to be real. A poignant excerpt

includes, "It doesn't happen all at once," making it ideal for couples who value the journey of love.

3. "The Alchemist" by Paulo Coelho

Coelho's novel emphasizes following one's dreams and the importance of love. A notable passage

reads, "When you find your path, you must not be afraid. You need to have sufficient courage to make

mistakes."

Modern Literary Passages for Contemporary Weddings

For couples who prefer modern literature, here are some passages that capture love in today's



context:

1. "The Fault in Our Stars" by John Green

This contemporary novel features a touching perspective on love and loss. A poignant line states, "I’m

in love with you, and I know that love is just a shout into the void." This is perfect for couples

embracing the beauty of vulnerability.

2. "A Moveable Feast" by Ernest Hemingway

Hemingway's reflections on love and life in Paris are beautifully encapsulated in his writing. A heartfelt

passage reads, "You expected to be sad in the last days of your life. But you weren’t. You were

happy." This can resonate with couples valuing the joy in their relationship.

3. "The Time Traveler's Wife" by Audrey Niffenegger

A unique love story that spans time, it explores themes of fate and commitment. A touching excerpt

can remind couples that love transcends all obstacles.

Poetic Choices that Capture the Essence of Love

Poetry often distills complex feelings into beautiful expressions. Here are some poems that work

wonderfully as wedding readings:



1. "I Carry Your Heart With Me" by E.E. Cummings

This poem beautifully captures the essence of love's interconnectedness. Its opening lines, "I carry

your heart with me (I carry it in my heart)," make it ideal for expressing deep emotional bonds.

2. "Love’s Philosophy" by Percy Bysshe Shelley

Shelley’s poem explores the natural connection between love and existence. The lines, "The fountains

mingle with the river," illustrate the idea of unity in love, making it a lovely choice for weddings.

3. "The Sun Rising" by John Donne

This metaphysical poem celebrates love's power over time and space. Its assertion that love can make

the world revolve around it resonates with couples who see their relationship as central to their lives.

Choosing the Right Reading for Your Wedding

Selecting the perfect literary reading involves considering several factors:

1. Reflect Your Relationship

Choose a passage that resonates with your personal love story. Think about your shared interests,

favorite books, or even memorable quotes that hold special meaning for both of you.



2. Consider Your Audience

While you may be drawn to a particular style, consider how your guests will receive the reading. Aim

for a balance between literary depth and accessibility to ensure everyone can appreciate it.

3. Length Matters

Keep the length of the reading in mind. A passage that is too long might lose the audience's attention,

while a very short excerpt might not convey enough meaning. Aim for a length of about 1-2 minutes

when read aloud.

Tips for Delivering Your Wedding Reading

Once you've chosen the perfect literary reading, consider these tips for delivering it effectively:

1. Practice Makes Perfect

Rehearse the reading multiple times to become comfortable with the words and rhythm. This will help

you convey the emotion behind the passage more effectively.

2. Focus on Tone and Emotion

Think about the feelings you want to evoke. Adjust your tone, pace, and volume to match the emotions

of the reading.



3. Make Eye Contact

Engaging with your audience through eye contact can help convey the sincerity of the message. It also

creates a more intimate atmosphere during the reading.

Conclusion

Wedding readings from literature can add a meaningful touch to your ceremony, allowing you to share

your love story through the words of beloved authors and poets. Whether you lean toward classic

sonnets, modern prose, or heartfelt poetry, the right reading can encapsulate your love and

commitment in a way that resonates deeply with both you and your guests. As you embark on this

beautiful journey together, let the power of literature enhance the celebration of your union.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are wedding readings from literature?

Wedding readings from literature are passages or excerpts from books, poems, or plays that couples

choose to read during their wedding ceremony to express their love, commitment, and shared values.

Why are literary readings popular in wedding ceremonies?

Literary readings are popular because they can convey deep emotions and resonate with the couple's

relationship, adding a personal and meaningful touch to the ceremony.

What are some classic literary works often chosen for wedding



readings?

Classic works often chosen include 'Pride and Prejudice' by Jane Austen, 'Sonnet 116' by William

Shakespeare, and 'The Velveteen Rabbit' by Margery Williams.

How can couples choose the right literary reading for their wedding?

Couples can choose the right reading by considering their shared interests, the themes of love and

commitment in the text, and what resonates with their personal story.

Are there specific genres of literature that work best for wedding

readings?

While poetry and classic romantic literature are popular, any genre that speaks to love and

relationships, such as novels, plays, or even contemporary fiction, can work well for wedding readings.

Can wedding readings include modern literature or poetry?

Absolutely! Modern literature and poetry can be very relatable and reflect contemporary views on love,

making them excellent choices for wedding readings.

What is an example of a modern literary reading suitable for

weddings?

An example of a modern literary reading is an excerpt from 'The Alchemist' by Paulo Coelho, which

explores themes of love, destiny, and the journey of life together.
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