
what is csu expository reading and writing

what is csu expository reading and writing is a question frequently asked by prospective
students and educators involved with the California State University (CSU) system. This term refers to
a specific course designed to enhance students’ critical thinking, reading comprehension, and
academic writing skills through expository texts. Understanding what is csu expository reading and
writing is essential for students preparing for college-level coursework, as it focuses on analyzing
complex materials and constructing well-organized, evidence-based essays. This article will explore
the purpose, structure, and benefits of the CSU Expository Reading and Writing course while outlining
the key skills developed through this program. Additionally, it will discuss how this course fits into the
broader academic and placement context within the CSU system. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of this valuable educational resource.
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Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes

Curriculum and Instructional Components

Assessment and Placement within CSU

Benefits of Taking CSU Expository Reading and Writing
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Understanding CSU Expository Reading and Writing
The CSU Expository Reading and Writing course is a foundational academic class offered across the
California State University campuses. It is designed to prepare students for the rigorous demands of
college-level reading and writing by focusing on expository texts—nonfiction materials that explain,
inform, or present an argument. This course helps students develop essential skills for interpreting
complex texts, critically analyzing arguments, and expressing ideas clearly in written form. The
emphasis on expository writing aligns with the expectations of many university courses, where clear
communication and comprehension are critical for success.

Definition and Scope
Expository reading and writing refer to the process of engaging with informative texts and responding
through structured, evidence-based writing. The CSU course aims to bridge the gap between high
school and university academic standards by emphasizing these skills. Students learn to identify main
ideas, evaluate supporting evidence, and craft coherent essays that reflect critical engagement with
readings.



Importance in Academic Success
The course is integral to academic success at CSU because it strengthens the ability to process and
produce complex information effectively. Mastery of expository reading and writing facilitates learning
across disciplines, enabling students to excel in subjects that require analysis of texts, such as
history, science, and social studies.

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes
The main objectives of the CSU Expository Reading and Writing course revolve around enhancing
students’ analytical and compositional abilities. These objectives ensure that students are well-
prepared for the intellectual challenges they will encounter in their academic careers.

Key Learning Goals

Develop critical reading skills to understand and evaluate complex expository texts.

Improve writing proficiency by constructing clear, coherent, and well-organized essays.

Learn to support arguments with relevant evidence drawn from readings.

Enhance vocabulary and grammar usage appropriate for academic writing.

Build skills in synthesizing information from multiple sources.

Practice effective revision and editing techniques to improve written work.

Skill Development
Students gain proficiency in identifying rhetorical strategies used by authors, understanding text
structure, and analyzing logical flow. Writing assignments reinforce these skills by requiring students
to produce essays that demonstrate comprehension and critical response.

Curriculum and Instructional Components
The curriculum of the CSU Expository Reading and Writing course is carefully structured to provide
comprehensive instruction in both reading and writing disciplines. It integrates various pedagogical
approaches that promote active learning and critical thinking.



Reading Materials
The course typically includes a diverse range of expository texts, such as academic essays, articles,
reports, and excerpts from nonfiction books. These materials expose students to different writing
styles, topics, and complexities, facilitating adaptability in reading comprehension.

Writing Assignments
Students engage in multiple writing tasks, including summaries, analytical essays, and argumentative
papers. These assignments require the application of reading insights, supporting claims with textual
evidence, and adhering to academic conventions.

Instructional Strategies
Instruction often involves close reading exercises, group discussions, peer reviews, and instructor
feedback. These strategies encourage active participation and continuous improvement in both
reading and writing skills.

Assessment and Placement within CSU
Assessment plays a crucial role in the CSU Expository Reading and Writing course, both for evaluating
student progress and for placement purposes. The course is sometimes used to fulfill prerequisites or
placement requirements for higher-level classes within the CSU system.

Placement Tests
CSU campuses frequently administer placement exams that assess students’ expository reading and
writing abilities. These tests determine whether students need to enroll in the course or can proceed
directly to college-level coursework.

Course Evaluation
Assessment methods within the course include essays, quizzes, reading comprehension exercises,
and participation. These evaluations measure students’ mastery of course content and readiness for
subsequent academic challenges.

Benefits of Taking CSU Expository Reading and Writing
Enrolling in the CSU Expository Reading and Writing course offers several advantages for students
preparing for university studies. The course equips learners with essential skills that enhance
academic performance and confidence.



Academic Preparedness
Students gain the ability to tackle complex texts and assignments, which is vital for success in
college-level classes. Improved reading and writing skills also contribute to better grades and deeper
understanding of course material.

Long-Term Skill Development
The competencies developed extend beyond the classroom, benefiting students in their professional
and personal lives. Effective communication and critical thinking are universally valuable skills.

Increased Confidence
By mastering expository reading and writing, students often feel more capable and self-assured when
approaching challenging academic tasks, reducing anxiety and fostering a positive learning
experience.

How to Prepare for the Course
Students planning to take the CSU Expository Reading and Writing course can benefit from early
preparation to maximize their success. Familiarity with certain skills and habits can facilitate
smoother progress through the curriculum.

Pre-Course Preparation Tips

Practice reading nonfiction articles and essays to build comprehension skills.1.

Engage in regular writing exercises, focusing on clarity and organization.2.

Familiarize yourself with academic vocabulary and grammar rules.3.

Develop note-taking and annotation techniques to aid in text analysis.4.

Seek feedback on writing from teachers or peers to improve revision skills.5.

Utilizing Campus Resources
Many CSU campuses offer tutoring centers, writing labs, and workshops that support students
enrolled in expository reading and writing courses. Taking advantage of these resources can enhance
learning outcomes and provide additional guidance.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is CSU Expository Reading and Writing?
CSU Expository Reading and Writing (ERWC) is a college preparatory English course developed by the
California State University system to improve students' reading, writing, and critical thinking skills
using expository texts.

Who is the CSU ERWC designed for?
The CSU ERWC course is designed primarily for high school students in California to prepare them for
college-level reading and writing requirements.

What skills does the CSU ERWC focus on?
CSU ERWC focuses on skills such as analytical reading, academic writing, critical thinking,
argumentation, and effective communication.

How does CSU ERWC differ from regular English classes?
Unlike regular English classes, CSU ERWC emphasizes expository texts, rhetorical analysis, and
writing strategies that align with college expectations, focusing heavily on evidence-based writing.

Is CSU ERWC a requirement for college admission?
While CSU ERWC itself is not a mandatory requirement, completing the course can satisfy CSU's A-G
English requirement and better prepare students for college coursework.

What types of texts are used in CSU ERWC?
CSU ERWC uses a variety of expository texts including essays, articles, speeches, and academic
writings from diverse disciplines to teach reading and writing skills.

Can students outside California access CSU ERWC materials?
Yes, CSU ERWC materials are publicly available online, allowing educators and students outside
California to access and use the curriculum.

How does CSU ERWC prepare students for college writing?
CSU ERWC prepares students by teaching them how to analyze complex texts, construct well-
organized essays, and develop arguments supported by evidence, skills essential for college success.

Are there assessments in the CSU ERWC course?
Yes, CSU ERWC includes assessments such as writing assignments, reading comprehension exercises,
and critical thinking tasks to evaluate students' mastery of skills.



Where can educators find resources for CSU ERWC?
Educators can find CSU ERWC resources, including lesson plans, units, and professional development
materials, on the official CSU ERWC website.

Additional Resources
1. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing
This book by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein is a fundamental resource for mastering the art of
academic writing and argumentation. It teaches students how to effectively engage with others' ideas
and present their own in a clear and persuasive manner. The book is especially useful for CSU
Expository Reading and Writing students as it focuses on critical thinking and structured writing.

2. Everything’s An Argument
By Andrea A. Lunsford and John J. Ruszkiewicz, this book introduces students to the principles of
argumentation and rhetoric crucial for expository writing. It covers various types of arguments and
strategies for persuasive communication. The text is designed to help CSU students develop strong
analytical reading and writing skills.

3. They Say, I Say with Readings: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing
An expanded version of the original “They Say / I Say,” this edition includes additional readings that
provide examples of effective argumentation. It supports CSU students in analyzing texts critically
and composing well-organized, evidence-based essays. The book's templates and exercises reinforce
expository reading and writing techniques.

4. Writing Analytically
David Rosenwasser and Jill Stephen’s book emphasizes critical thinking and analytical writing skills. It
guides students through the process of breaking down complex texts and constructing coherent
arguments. This resource aligns well with the goals of CSU’s Expository Reading and Writing course.

5. Reader & Writer: Essays for Expository and Argumentative Writing
This anthology is tailored for students learning to read critically and write effectively in academic
contexts. It features a diverse selection of essays and writing prompts that encourage active
engagement with texts. CSU students can use this collection to practice and refine their expository
writing skills.

6. The Curious Researcher: A Guide to Writing Research Papers
Bruce Ballenger’s book is an excellent guide for students undertaking research-based writing projects.
It emphasizes inquiry, critical reading, and effective note-taking, which are essential components of
CSU’s Expository Reading and Writing curriculum. The book helps students develop clear research
questions and build strong evidence-based arguments.

7. They Say / I Say: Moves That Matter in Academic Writing with Readings and Handbook
This comprehensive edition combines the core text with additional readings and a writing handbook.
It provides CSU students with extensive tools for mastering the expository writing process, from
reading critically to drafting and revising. The book’s practical approach supports the development of
clear, persuasive academic writing.

8. Critical Reading and Writing for Postgraduates
Diana Ridley’s book is aimed at developing advanced critical reading and writing skills. While geared



towards postgraduate students, it offers valuable strategies for structuring arguments and engaging
deeply with texts, which can benefit CSU students in their expository writing. The text includes
exercises to enhance comprehension and analytical writing.

9. The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing
This comprehensive writing guide covers everything from grammar and style to research and
argumentation. It is widely used in college writing courses, including CSU’s Expository Reading and
Writing classes. The book offers clear explanations and numerous examples to help students improve
their academic writing proficiency.
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